
ACTIVITY: Dived into the water 
CASE: GSAF 1956.02.26 
DATE: Sunday February 26, 1956 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the 
Pioneer River near Mackay, Queensland, 
Australia.  
21º09'S, 149º13'E 
 
NAME: Barry Keith Antonini 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 15-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, February 26, 
1956 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five feet 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: He was swimming with two  
13-year-old friends: Colin Harris and Barry 
McLeod. Barry dived into the water and was 
bitten by a shark. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. A large amount of tissue 
removed from his right leg and an artery 
was severed.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The shark was six 
feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: The Age (Melbourne), Monday, February 27, 1956, page 1; The Central 
Queensland Herald, Thursday March 1, 1956, page 15; B. Thompson; Daily Mercury 
(Mackay), December  29, 1961 
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