
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1955.11.16 
DATE:November 16, 1955 
LOCATION: The incident 
took place at the mouth of 
the Oibada River, Baibara, 
Papua New Guinea.   
10º22’S 
 
NAME: Niu Bodu 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 
eight-year-old male from 
Kalautu Village. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, 
November 14, 1955 
ENVIRONMENT:  The 
mouth of the Oibada River was 15 to 20 yards wide. 
DISTANCE FROM RIVER BANK: Two to three yards 
TIME: 18h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Accompanied by an old woman, Niu Bodu was taking lunch to a group of 
men working on Baibara Island, but the only canoe was on the opposite bank. Niu went into 
the water over his head to swim across  the river. He was just two or three yards from the 
bank when the shark latched onto his thigh. He fought the shark with his bare hands and 
succeeded in driving it off. He immediately scrambled back to the bank and was carried 
back to his house by men summoned from the village. 
 
INJURY: “Niu’s injuries were confined solely to the right thigh which now bears two large 
scars six inches by two inches and two inches by two inches on the lateral side and a 
couple of small ones medially. He now suffers no inconvenience as a result of his 
experience.” 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Mr. R.H. Hatterson administered first aid and summoned a 
charter Ansen from Patair by contacting Air Radio. Niu was taken to Ela Beach Native 
Hospital the same afternoon. He says he was hospitalized for about three weeks. He 
returned to Baibara some three months later with his wounds completely healed. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Wobbegong shark 
 
NOTE: A. M. Rapson, in discussing the boy’s response when bitten by the shark and the 
shark releasing him, observed: “It is this type of retaliatory attack which appears to put 
human beings. . . into a different category from other animals, as most fish species attacked 
appear to become paralysed and more readily submit to their fate.” 
 
SOURCES: James G. Davis, Manager of Baibara Plantation, A. M. Rapson, pages 143 & 
148; South Pacific Post, Wednesday November 23, 1955. 
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Boy mauled in grim battle with shark 

 
An eight-year-old native boy last week fought off with bare hands a man-eating shark which 
attacked him at Baibara. 
 
The boy struggled from the water bleeding from two huge gashes in his right leg and lay exhausted 
on the shore until found by natives. 
 
Acting Director of Public Health, Dr May, flew 160 miles to the boy and brought him back to the 
Port Moresby Hospital. 
 
The boy pushed and shoved and punched the shark in a desperate effort to get free. 
 
He said he was wading in shallow water when he was attacked. 
 
“I pushed at the shark as it came at me, gouged its eyes and punched it,” he said. 
 
“It was a running fight to the shore, but I was able to push it away and crawled on to the shore. 
 
“I just lay there, too weak to move.” 
 
Hospital authorities said the boy’s condition was satisfactory. 
 
SOURCE: South Pacific Post, Wednesday November  23, 1955; Coppleson Archives, [Ref notes p 
14], page 351  
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