
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1955.08.26 
DATE: Friday August 26, 1955 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the 
northern Adriatic Sea at Opatija, Kvarner, 
Croatia. (In 1955, Croatia was part of the 
Republic of Yugoslavia.) 
 
NAME: Carla Podzum 
DESCRIPTION: She was a 32-year-old 
female from Augsburg, Germany. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and the air 
temperature was approximately 27ºC. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, August 25, 
1955 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was  blue, calm  
and clear with 10 metre visibility. The sea 
surface temperature was 22ºC, estimated.  
ENVIRONMENT: Rocky beach 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Five metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: 1.2 metres 
 
NARRATIVE: Her husband, two sons (ages 
10 and 8), and many people were on the 
beach. Several people were in the water but 
none were within 10 metres of  Carla. She 
was facing shoreward when the shark 
approached from behind.  
 
The first bite severed her foot. “She cried for help but no one intervened. With a second 
attack, the shark took her away.” 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Her body was never recovered. 
 
SPECIES: The incident probably nvolved a white shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Renzo Rocconi 
 
COMMENT: “This is very interesting, especially because it occurred in waters 1.2 m deep 
and nobody helped her! I see it's identified as a white shark. I agree that it is the most likely 
species to have caused such accident, but the two short articles do not mention the species 
nor its size. They say ‘pescecane’, a word that originally referred to the great white shark, 
but  later referred to any species of large shark. If there are no other details regarding the 
species responsible, I suggest that has to be considered 'probably' a white shark.” 

Alessandro De Maddalena  
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Opatija is situated in the Gulf of Kvarner at the 
foot of Učka Mountain. 
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