
CASE: GSAF 1955.07.15 
DATE: Friday July 15, 1955 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Adriatic 
Sea off Budva, Cattaro Province, on the Balkan 
Peninsula, Montenegro. 
 
NAME: Romasevic 
DESCRIPTION: He was a Serbian engineering 
student. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, July 15, 1955 
 
NARRATIVE: He was swimming with two friends 
off a small island in front of Budva beach when he 
was attacked by the shark. “His two terrified friends 
witnessed the giant white shark literally bite him in 
half and were able to escape to shore.” 
 
INJURY: Fatal 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark, 6.5 
metres in length. An hour after the attack, a 
Yugoslavian coast guard boat arrived at the scene 
and located the shark still in the area. Despite shooting the shark the coast guard sailors 
were unable to kill the animal.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Renzo Rocconi; Dott. Alessandro De Maddalena, Chris Moore, 
GSAF 
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Serbian Student Killed by a Shark in Kotor 
Belgrade 15th 

   There has been great alarm along the 
beach resorts of Dalmatia due to the accident 
that occurred to an engineering student in the 
area north of the Bay of Kotor today. A large 
shark which was over 6.5 metres [21'4"] long, 
attacked a young Serbian student 
Romasevic, while he was swimming off 
Budva Island. 
   Two of the victim’s friends, who watched 
terrified the scene of the shark breaking the 
ill-fated man’s body in two, managed to 
escape. A guard ship of the militia arrived an 
hour later and was able to track down the 
shark, but their guns could not kill the shark. 

Translation by Elettra Zanetti 

Il Piccolo, July 16, 1955, page 8 
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Budva 1955 

The  island in the background is where the attack took place. Mogren beach in the  
foreground where the young Serbian man was fatally attacked in 1987.  
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