
ACTIVITY: Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1955.02.06 
DATE: Sunday February 6, 1955 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean southeast of Point Aulone at 
Pacific Grove in Monterey Bay, California, 
USA.  
36°37.8'N; 121°55.1'W 
 
NAME: James F. Jacobs 
DESCRIPTION: A 19-year-old male 
wearing a wetsuit, swim fins and mask. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, February 6, 
1955 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature 
was 11ºC. Surf height was about two 
metres. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five fathoms 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: .Jacobs was accompanied by 
Wayne Friesal, P.B. Smith, and Carl Stearns and his daughter Deana, all members of the 
Santa Cruz Devil Divers. Also nearby were swimmers John Penner and Jim Coolidge, five 
soldiers in a skiff and eight swimmers from a San Francisco/Marin Country Club. Jacobs 
speared a Cabezon, Scorpaenichthys marmoratus, surfaced and placed the bleeding fish in 
a web-lined float, and continued hunting for 15 to 20 minutes. 
 

He was on the surface next to his float when he felt pressure on his feet. Looking down he 
saw his feet in the mouth of a shark. Jacobs shouted, “Shark, Shark!” and kicked with his 
feet several times. With that, the shark released him and swam away. 
 

Smith heard Jacob’s shouts, turned and caught a glimpse of the shark. Smith swam to his 
float to retrieve a large knife s Friesal, Penner and Coolidge swam to Jacobs. The soldiers 
in the skiff picked up Jacobs and his gear while others in the dive party followed the skiff to 
the beach.  
 
INJURY: The diver sustained several minor punctures and scratches to his right foot, and 
bruises to both lower legs and ankles.  
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: There were extensive tears to the right ankle of the wetsuit 
and two rips on the left leg, each several centimetres in length. The shark had grasped both 
swim fins into its mouth and removed the right fin from the diver’s foot. Jacob remembers 
the shark dropped the fin, which he thought had been bitten in two. Examination of the left 
fin revealed multiple individual tooth punctures along its entire 45-cm length. 
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FIRST AID: Jacobs was transported to the Pacific Grove police station for medical attention 
and to file a report. Paramedics from the fire department (located next to the police station) 
treated the injured diver. 
 
SPECIES: When shown photographs of various species, Jacobs identified the shark which 
bit him as a white shark. Jacobs and witnesses said the shark was five to six metres in 
length, dark grey or black, with a white belly and a dorsal fin one metre in height. 
 
NOTE: This incident took place close to the site where Barry Wilson was attacked on  
December 7, 1952, and marks the first “recurring location” of a white shark incident along 
the Pacific coast. 
 
SOURCES: Thomas N. Fast (1955), Second Known Shark Attack on a Swimmer in 
Monterey Bay, California Fish & Game. 41 (4): 348-351;  
Ralph Collier (2003), pages 13-14  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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