ACTIVITY: Sea disaster
CASE: GSAF 1954.10.07
DATE: Thursday October 7, 1954
LOCATION: In the Atlantic Ocean about 150 miles southeast
of Cape Henry, Virginia, USA.
NAME OF VESSEL: Mormackite, a 6,214-ton American
freighter.
NARRATIVE: The Mormackite was bound from Buenos Aires
to Baltimore when she capsized in heavy seas and sank. She
went down so fast that she couldn’t even send an SOS.
Survivors spent four hours in the sea. Life rafts were dropped
by rescue aircraft. One survivor said that he saw a shark take
off a man’s leg, and the second cook was said to have been
taken by a shark. Survivors told of fighting off sharks as they
clung to floating wreckage and rafts, and an airman reported
he saw some bodies in the water which were apparently being attacked by a mob of milling
sharks.
One of the survivors, John A. David, was on a makeshift raft. Davis said, “There were three
men with me. Thursday evening, a shark bit one man’s legs almost off. We got him on the
raft and tried to get a line around his legs, but he died before we could do anything.”
Survivors were rescued by destroyers, Coast Guard cutters and merchant ships.
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified
SOURCES: Long Beach Independent, Monday, October 11, 1954, page 9;
The loss of the Mormackite is described in Shipwrecks of North Carolina by Gary Gentile
(http://www.http://www.ggentile.com/)
Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 197
Victor M. Coppleson (1962), pages 213 and 259; Item 62 of the U.S. Coast Guard Marine
Board of Investigation of the foundering of the Mormackite reports that some of the crew
were attacked by sharks.
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