
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1954.07.27 
DATE: Tuesday July 27, 1954 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Adriatic Sea off 
Chioggia, Venice Province, Northern Italy. 
45°14'N, 12°17'E 
 
BOAT: The trawler Flavio Gioia 
OCCUPANTS: Ten crew including the owner, Bruno Bacci 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, July 29, 1954 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 kilometres 
TIME: Night 
 
NARRATIVE: The men of the trawler were fishing by 
lamplight when a shark ripped the nets, tore the trawl apart and devoured their catch of 
sardines and mackerel. It also repeatedly struck the trawler with its tail. Attempts to harpoon 
the shark were unsuccessful due to the thick skin of the fish. 
 
INJURY: No injury to occupants 
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SPECIES: Not identified. The shark was reported to be more than five metres in length, and 
estimated to weigh more than a thousand kilograms. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Chris Moore, Global Shark Accident File. 
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  IN THE SEA OFF CHIOGGIA 
 

A trawler is attacked by a shark  
 

A sea beast more than five-metres-long (16.4-feet) 
devours all captured fish and tries to capsize the boat 

 

Chioggia, Wednesday evening 
The small crew of the trawler Flavio Gioia belonging to 
this maritime district, lived an adventure that seems 
some kind of Jules Verne’s creation. Last night, while 
they were fishing by lamplight about 20 kilometres 
(12.42 miles) away from the coast, an enormous shark 
repeatedly attacked the trawler. It ripped the nets and 
even tore the trawl apart, emptying it and quickly 
devouring the fish it contained, several hundred 
kilograms of sardines and mackerel. 
  The colossal shark belonged to the class of 
Chondrichthyes that live in the deep and, therefore, 
they are seldom seen in the Adriatic Sea. The fish also 
attacked the boat, hitting it repeatedly with terrible 
swishes of its tail, which caused the boat to jerk, 
putting it in danger. The crew, ten sailors including the 
trawler owner, Bruno Bacci, tried to capture the sea 
beast by harpooning it. However, all attempts were 
useless because the skin of that beast, which was over 
five metres long and weighed certainly more than one 
thousand kilograms (2,200 lbs), was so hard that the 
harpoon, though fiercely thrown, could not penetrate its 
thick flesh.  
  After several attacks, during which the trawler Flavio 
Gioia nearly capsized, the shark dived, causing the 
water around the boat to foam. When they were back 
in port, the fishermen recounted their peculiar 
experience and declared that, in spite of physical 
damage and loss of their catch, they were happy they 
were able to get away. 

Stampa Sera 
July 28, 1954, page 5 

Translation by  
Elettra Zanetti  
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