
ACTIVITY: Floating  
CASE: GSAF 1954.01.22.a 
DATE: Friday January 22, 1954 
LOCATION: The attack took place 46 
kilometres south of Mar de la Plata at 
Miramar Beach, Buenos Aires, Argentina.   
58º30'W. 
 

NAME: Alfredo Aubone 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-old 
male from San Francisco, California, USA. 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a calm and sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, January 18, 
1954 
ENVIRONMENT: Miramar is a sandy 
beach. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 80 to 90 
metres 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 
2.5 metres 
TIME: 13h05 
 

NARRATIVE: Other swimmers were 
seaward of Aubone. The shark griped his 
flexed arm, then released it. Next it seized 
his left calf. Both times the shark shook 
him vigorously and pulled him down to the 
sand bottom, which he could feel against 
his body. About 45 seconds later the shark 
slashed his right leg, and then it went 
away, despite the presence of blood in the 
water. 
 

A friend of Aubone was within a metre of 
him but saw only the fin of the shark. 
Another swimmer helped him ashore. 
 

INJURY: The inner aspect of Aubone’s arm was lacerated throughout its length, including 
the shoulder and the splenius colli muscle. When the shark bit his left calf, it split the bone 
leaving an apical fragment of tooth in the ankle, and the right leg was lacerated below the 
knee. W.I. Follett, who interviewed Aubone three years after the attack, noted that the scars 
on his legs and right arm were “very conspicuous.” 
 

TREATMENT: Lifeguards took Aubone to a nearby hospital where he remained for six 
months. 
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: Aubone retained the tooth fragment retrieved from his wound and 
Follet identified it that of a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias. 
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Year: summer 1955 
  
Víctim: Mr. Aubone (a tourist) 
  
This is the only case of a shark attack in the Argentine beaches. 
  
He went swimming with two friends. Both of them went back to shore and he kept on 
swimming. The shark attacked him three times; he saved his life, rescued by a lifeguard, Mr. 
Angel Fulco, but resulted injured in both legs and shoulder. It was the time of the first 
UNITAS OPERATION, which joined the Navies or Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and the U.S. 
The shark was identified as a tiger shark coming from the Caribbean sea. Apparently the 
animal was following an American carrier, the Enterprise. 
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