
ACTIVITY: Lobstering 
CASE: GSAF 1953.07.09 
DATE: July 9, 1953 
LOCATION: Off Fourchu, on the 
southeastern coast of Cape Breton 
Island, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
 
BOAT: a dory, 12- to 14-feet in 
length. 
OCCUPANTS: John D. Burns & 
John MacLeod 
 
N AR R AT I V E :  “ C o m m er c i a l 
fisherman John D. Burns, with 
companion John MacLeod, set out 
daily in his dory to harvest lobsters. 
Many dories dotted the sea in their 
quest of the prized crustacean, but 
only Burns' had a white-painted 
hull. For nearly a week the white- 
hulled dory was followed by a large 
shark after leaving the harbor. Day 
after day the other fishermen 
watched in disbelief as the shark 
stalked Burns and MacLeod's dory, 
just as an African Lion (Panthera 
leo) on the savanna might stalk a 
Thomson's Gazelle (Gazella 
thomsoni). No sooner would their 
dory put out to sea than a large 
dorsal fin would appear astern of 
the boat. Then, as the dory sailed 
alone on July 9, the shark charged, 
smashing a 20-centimeter hole 
through the bottom of the boat. 
Burns and MacLeod were thrown violently into the sea.” 
 

INJURY: “Tragically, Burns was unable to combat the heavy seas and drowned. MacLeod, 
however, was rescued hours later, clinging cold and forlorn to the hull of Burns' damaged 
dory.”  
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: The shark did not return after its initial  and only  strike against 
the boat. After the boat was retrieved, a tooth fragment of the shark was removed from the 
hole in the dory's hull. Ichthyologist William C. Schroeder of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology at Harvard University identified the tooth fragment as that of “a White Shark about 
12 feet [approximately 3.7 metres] in length and weighing 1,100 to 1,200 pounds [500 to 
550 kilograms].” 
 
SOURCES: Day, L.R., and H.D. Fisher (1954) Notes on the Great White Shark, 
Carcharodon carcharias, in Canadian Atlantic Waters. Copeia, 1954(4): 295-286.  
Ralph Collier, http://www.sharkresearchcommittee.com/inanimate.htm 
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