
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1952.05.27 
DATE: Tuesday May 27, 1952 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean off Imperial Beach, California, 
USA.   
32º35.3'N, 117º08.8'W 
 
NAME:Arthur E. Taylor 
DESCRIPTION: Like all the trainees he was 
wearing a UDT dry suit, but he was the only  
one wearing green swim fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was partly cloudy 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm and 
underwater visibility was about three metres. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 500 metres 
TIME: 14h00 
 
NARRATIVE: A group of 37 Underwater 
Demolition Team (UDT) trainees were 
swimming from shore to an anchored buoy, 
located 1.6 km offshore from the Silver Strand and directly opposite the main gate of the 
Navy Amphibious Base. It was standard operating procedure for a boat to accompany the 
UDT divers during their ocean swim exercises. 
 
The trainees were swimming in pairs and scattered within 150 metres of each other. Taylor 
was near the center of the group. He and his partner were heading out toward the buoy.  
 
Suddenly, Taylor was struck from below on his right foot and fin with such force that he was 
spun around three-fourth of a turn. UDT diver Arnold E. Frazier noticed an unusual 
commotion in the water near Taylor and swam over to investigate. Frazier said the water 
was clear and that he could see the outline of a shark.  
 
While yelling for help, Taylor reached down under the water and grabbed one of the shark’s 
fins, pulling it partially out of the water. The shark released its grip on the swim fin, and 
swam off rapidly. Although bleeding profusely, Taylor attempted to finish the swim.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The diver was transported to the U.S. Naval Hospital in San 
Diego where he received emergency treatment, but was not hospitalized. 
 
SPECIES: Carl Hubbs of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla examined the 
swim fin. On August 25, 1952, he wrote to Lt. Commander S.D. Fane at Underwater 
Demolition Unit 1, U.S. Navy Amphibious Base, Coronado, California: “Under separate 
cover we are mailing you the swim fin showing the tooth marks of the man-eater or Great 
White Shark.” When Frazier was shown photographs and sketches of sharks common to 
Southern California, he unhesitatingly identified the white shark as the responsible species. 
Without measurements of the scrapes and cuts to the swim fin, it is not possible to 
determine the size of the shark, but it is thought that the shark must have been two to four 
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metres in length to produce damage recorded to the swim fin. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 

Photographs courtesy of Carl Hubbs Papers, MC 5, SIO Archives, UCSD, La Jolla, CA 
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