
ACTIVITY: Fishing for sharks 
CASE: GSAF 1952.04.06 
DATE: Sunday April 6, 1952 
LOCATION: Streaky Bay, South Australia, Australia 
 
BOAT: A fishing cutter 
OCCUPANTS: No injury to fisherman Alf Dean & other 
occupants 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 12 miles 
DEPTH OF WATER: 30 feet 
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: Hooked shark bit propeller, and hull. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a 15'3", 2,333-lb white shark 
 
SOURCE: Recorder (Port Pirie), April 7, 1952, page 1 
 
NOTE: This was a provoked incident; it involved a hooked shark, and Dean was the 
aggressor, not the shark. 

© Global Shark Accident File, 1994. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 

Alf Dean and a white shark 
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Alfred Dean was called the world’s greatest shark 
fisherman. His goal was to catch the largest white 
shark in the sea and he set many records. He used 
use mammal meat (whale, dolphin and/or seal) as 
bait or chum; although subsequently banned by the 
IGFA, but they were legal in Dean’s time.  
 
This wasn’t the last time a white shark objected to 
being hooked by Dean. On January 10, 1962, the 
Adelaide news reported that Dean was fishing off 
Ceduna in a 25-foot cutter when a white shark bit the 
stern of boat. None of the occupants were injured. 

 

Alf Dean  
He claimed that white sharks were attracted 
to “greasy” food, confirmed by marine 
biologists in the 1990s who discovered why.  

On April 21, 1959, Alf Dean was fishing with 
a rod and reel offshore of Ceduna, Australia, 
when he caught a great white shark that 
weighed 2,664 pounds. It was the  largest 
great white recognized by the International 
Game Fish Association (IGFA). 
 
While bigger white sharks caught by anglers 
have since been verified, they were later 
disallowed from formal recognition by IGFA 
monitors for rules violations. The most 
common rule violation is using mammal 
meat. But at the time of his catch this 
practice was not against IGFA rules. So 
Dean’s record stood.  
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