
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1951.11.29 / SA-0107 
DATE: Thursday November 29, 1951 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian 
Ocean at South Beach, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South 
Africa.    
29º51'S, 31º02.6'E 
 
NAME: Harold Tait 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer, a 23-year-old male, was 
1.69 metres [5'6½"] tall, and clad in a red bathing 
costume. He was the undefeated National Boxing 
Champion and a professional lifesaver, and in excellent 
physical condition. It is not known if he wore any 
jewellery or had any injuries prior to the incident. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: According to records of the Durban 
meteorological office, air temperatures ranged from 17º 
to 26ºC [62.6º to 78.8ºF] and no rain fell. At 08h30 there 
was 2/8 cloud cover and a six-knot easterly wind.  At 
15h30 there was still 2/8 cloud cover but the wind had 
shifted; it was from northeast and increased to 12 
knots. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, November 29, 1951 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was turbid. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 to 100 metres, 
according to the press, but 80 metres according to Tim 
Wallett. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 1.2 metres 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Harold Tait was on duty as a lifeguard. 
He was attempting to bring bathers back within bathing 
limits. His whistle had broken and so he had gone in the 
water to warn the bathers when the shark grabbed his 
bathing costume. After a struggle, Tait freed himself 
and swam to shore. As he neared the beach he calmly 
called all the bathers in and walked ashore. “There was 
nothing in his demeanor to show he had just escaped a 
shark,” reported a Natal Mercury reporter who was on 
the beach. 
 
INJURY: Bruise and abrasions on left hip/thigh.  
  
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: When all the bathers were 
safely ashore [Tait] looked at his wounds, went to the 
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Clubhouse to wash the injuries, and then went to Addiington Hospital for treatment. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Tait’s companion, the shark was a 1.8- to two-metre [6’ 
to 7’] white shark, Carcharodon carcharias. 
 
NOTE: Among the records of Dr. David Davies at the Oceanographic Research Institute, 
there is also a notation that Harold Tait was attacked by a shark at Winkelspruit on March 
24, 1951. This may be a second incident, because Harold Tait is also listed as a Lifesaver 
at Winkelspruit. According to George Plowman, a Winkelspruit lifesaver in 1951, Tait often 
swam bait out for fisherman. Plowman also said that the shark didn’t grab Tait; it grabbed 
his bathing costume, but it was unclear if he was referring to this incident or a second 
incident on March 24, 1951. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: 1) Dr. David Davies and Jeanette D’Aubrey, Oceanographic 
Research Institute, Marine Parade, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  2) Tim Wallett, 
Natal Sharks Board. 3) Marie Levine 
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