
ACTIVITY: Unknown 
CASE: 1951.09.02.R 
DATE: Reported September 2, 1951 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Fitzroy River near Rockhampton, Queensland, 
Australia. 
 
NAME:  Dr. E. A. Joske 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 56-year-old male, 
doctor from Adelaide. 
 
NARRATIVE: Dr. Joske was sailing single-
handedly around the world on his luxury yacht, 
the 45-foot ketch Christine. The vessel was luxuriously 
appointed, and had a two-way wireless and radio 
telephone with a range of 500 miles. He had sailed around 
the Australian coast and spent two months in Brisbane 
before leaving for Bowen. His last contact with the shore 
was by radio with the Government radio station. He was 
then at Port Clinton, 60 miles from where the yacht was 
found by the ship Caledon two days later. The Caledon 
radioed that the ketch was drifting in a dangerous position 
and apparently needed assistance. When the police 
arrived, the Christine was aground. A blue and gold flag 
was flying at the masthead and a spanner was lying on the 
deck, suggesting that the yacht may have had engine 
trouble. Dr. Joske’s body was lying amidships, one arm 
tangled in the rigging, the other arm dragging overboard in 
the mud. Police theorized that Dr. Joske was attacked by a 
shark either while leaning over the side or swimming near 
the yacht and that he managed to scramble back on board 
before dying. 
 
INJURY: His right leg was missing at the hip and bowel 
was protruding through a gaping wound in the abdomen. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: The Independent Record, Sunday, September 
2, 1951; Courier Mail, Monday September 3, 1951, page 1; 
Jack. Green, page 34; Victor M. Coppleson (1958), pages 
91-92.  
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