
ACTIVITY: Air disaster 
CASE: GSAF 1950.06.06 
DATE: Tuesday June 6, 1950 
LOCATION: The accident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean 275 miles northeast of 
Miami, Florida, USA.   
28º30'N, 77ºW 
 
NAME: Pedro Guzman 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 25-year-old 
male from Puerto Rico. 
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: A twin-engine C-46 plane, owned by Westair Transport of Millville, New 
Jersey, ditched in the sea. On board were Joseph Halsey, pilot; William Holleran, co-pilot; 
the steward, and 62 Puerto Rican migrant workers. In all, 37 survivors were picked up by 
the destroyer Saufley nearly 10 hours after the plane crashed. Halsey was quoted as saying 
he was “doubtful that any other survivors would be picked up.” He said that “none of the 
passengers understood English and so could not understand ditching instructions…Many 
sharks were in the vicinity of the life rafts.” 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 275 miles 
TIME: 09h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Details of the accident were published in LIFE Magazine during the second 
week of June 1950. The man survived the ditching of the aircraft some eight hours 
previously. He was safely in a life raft, and was not clothed. A number of crash victims were 
missing, so it is suspected that bodies may have been in the water.  
 
When the rescue ship came alongside, Pedro Guzman jumped in the water and attempted 
to swim to the ship. The shark charged him and was fired upon by riflemen on the ship. The 
shark turned away from the man, then suddenly reversed course and hit him, severing his 
arm and removing a large part of his shoulder. He was hauled aboard the ship by crewmen 
entering the water with lines attached, but he died about 10 minutes later.  
 
INJURY: Fatal. He was bitten five times by shark/s. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: Troy Record,  Wednesday June 7, 1950, page 1 (see next page): New York 
Times, June 7, 1950; Victor M. Coppleson (1962), page 258; T. Helm, page 89. 
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