
ACTIVITY: Sea disaster 
CASE: GSAF 1950.04.09 
DATE: April 9, 1950 
LOCATION: Coopers Point, Queensland, Australia. 
 
NAME: John Ray Much McDonald 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 50-year-old male from Innisfall, 
a member of the crew of the Mavis. 
 
NARRATIVE: The fishing launch Mavis was wrecked and 
sank. His body washed ashore April 16 on King’s Beach. 
Following an Inquest into his death, the Cairns Coroner 
determined that cause of death was shark bite.  
 
SOURCE: Cairns Post (Qld. : 1909 - 1954), Saturday, July 
8, 1950, page 5 
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