
ACTIVITY: Body surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1950.02.11 / SA-097 
DATE: Saturday February 11, 1950 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian 
Ocean just south of the XL tea room at South Beach, 
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. South Beach is 
located a half-mile north of the entrance to Durban 
Harbour and less than a mile north of the whaling 
station on Durban’s Bluff.  
29°51,5'S, 31°02,6'E.  
 
NAME: Clive Heath Gordon Lewis Dumayne 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer, a 14-year-old male, 
had a slight build but was a powerful swimmer and 
had represented Durban schools in intertown 
competitions. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: According to the Durban meteorological 
station temperatures ranged from 18º to 25ºC. The 
previous day 4,8 millimetres of rainfall was recorded, 
but there was no rain on the day of the attack. At 
08h30 there was 7/8 cloud cover and a light five-knot 
west-southwesterly breeze, at 15h00 there was 5/8 
cloud cover and a light five-knot south-easterly breeze. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, February 9, 1950 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was rough and dirty. 
Water was murky with very little visibility. A channel 
was present, and the attack occurred just above a 
large hole. Mean low tide was at 17h18. 
ENVIRONMENT: A number of milk sharks, 
Rhizoprionodon acutus, were caught at the beach, 
along with bonnet rays, grunter, bream, kingfish. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 metres 
DEPTH: 3,6 metres 
TIME: 14h30  
 
NARRATIVE: Clive Dumayne was body-surfing with four companions and was the closest 
to the shore. The shark broke the water between Dumayne and his companions. Johnny du 
Plessis said the shark's dorsal fin was very big, “As the shark passed me I looked up at its 
fin. Then the shark took Clive.” Dumayne surfaced once, screamed, and the shark pulled 
him below the water. 
 
INJURY: Fatal; his body was not recovered. but pieces of flesh washed ashore. 
 
SPECIES: According to witnesses, the attack involved a white shark about 12 feet [3.7 
metres] in length and weighing 680 kilograms. 
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SOURCES: Interview with 
M. Dumayne (mother); 
Natal Daily News, February 
11, 1950; Natal Mercury, 
February 12, 1950 
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