
ACTIVITY: Diving 
CASE: GSAF 1947.12.00 
DATE: December 1947 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Thiaroye, Dakar, Senegal. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He was a negro fisherman. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: + 4 metres 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: He was bitten while making a dive to four metres 
 
INJURY: “The bite was seated in the right thigh, an impressive sight, not only by the 
dimensions of the strip of torn-off flesh, but even more by the sharpness of the assailant’s 
dental imprints. The strip was severed at the junction of the muscles of the hinder quarter of 
the thigh by a deep, curved, gaping cut running from the bottom fold to the “poplits” hollow, 
concave on the outside, representing the lower jaw of the fish which had snapped off the 
victim by the outer side of the thigh, the strip measuring 24 by 14 centimetres containing the 
whole thickness of the posterior flesh, up to the level of the femur and in particular the upper 
jaw-hooks, in the shape of gashes juxtaposed according to a line curving in at the outer 
extremity, taking up the whole depth of the thigh right down to the knee. The gashes were in 
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number 11 Large, and four small, the latter in the centre. The large gashes formed a sort of 
T or triangle enclosing the skin and cellular super-apeneurotic tissue. The movement in 
water brought on rapid death. 
 
TREATMENT: The man arrived at the Central African Hospital three hours after he was 
bitten in a state of total shock. He died soon afterwards. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: It was believed that a tiger shark, Galeocerdo cuvier, was involved in 
this incident. 
 
REPORTED BY: Dejeu and d’Alucida (1948) A case of a mortal shark bite, medical bulletin 
of the A.O.F.S. 
 
NOTE: Victor M. Coppleson (1962, page 253) also notes a case in Dakar in December 
1947. It is likely he was referring to this case. 
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