
ACTIVITY: Swimming / treading water 
CASE: GSAF 1944.05.04 
DATE: Thursday May 4, 1944 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Caribbean Sea.   
9ºN, 80ºW (approximate location) 
 
NAME: U.S. Coast Guard seaman 
DESCRIPTION: He was one of the crew on a Panama Sea Frontier Naval Patrol craft, 
manned by Coast Guard. 
 
NARRATIVE: Two enlisted men were washed by a sudden swell from the deck of a Panama 
Frontier Navy patrol craft manned by U.S. Coast Guard personnel. The vessel put about at 
once and approached within 150 yards of the men when a mechanical failure stopped the 
engines. Lieut. (j.g.) Stanley B. Kurta U.S.C.G.R, awakened by the vessel’s stopping, went 
on deck. When the men in the water saw the ship stop, they panicked. Kurta volunteered to 
swim to them with life jackets. Edmond DiLorenzo, seaman second class USCGR, asked 
permission to go with Kurta. DiLorenzo and Kurta dived into the water and swam to the first 
of two men in the water. DiLorenzo stayed with the first man while Kurta swam to the second 
man just 15 yards beyond.  
 
As Kurta neared, a shark was seen swimming towards the second man. Kurta shouted that it 
was just a porpoise in order to reassure him. Kurta was just four feet from him when the 
shark swam between them and attacked the enlisted man. Kurta succeeded in getting the 
man in a chin carry when the shark struck again, clamping its jaws into the man’s back and 
pulling him from Kurta’s grasp. Kurta grabbed the shark by its caudal fin. He pulled and 
kicked until the shark released the man, and his thumb was almost severed by the shark’s 
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fin. Then Kurta began towing the man towards their ship. A large pool of blood rose to the 
surface and the seaman was torn from Kurta’s grasp but it not certain whether the shark 
took him or he was pulled from Kurta’s grasp by the sea. A search failed to find any trace of 
the body. 
 
In the meantime, a motor boat was launched. Damaged by the heavy seas, it was only able 
to rescue DiLorenzo and the first seaman before it sank. After the second man disappeared, 
Kurta floated, totally exhausted, until the patrol craft, now underway, came alongside and 
pulled him aboard. It was later learned that the shark passed directly by DiLorenzo and the 
man he was supporting, making no attempt to attack them. Kurta was in the water about 45 
minutes and DiLorenzo about half that time.  
 

Both returned to duty in a few days and were nominated for special 
recognition for their heroic actions and disregard of personal safety in 
attempting to save their shipmate’s lives and were later awarded the 
Navy and Marine Corps Medal. 
 

INJURY: Fatal His back was bitten as he was being towed to ship by 
rescuer, Lieut (j.g.) Stanley Kurta, then the shark pulled him below the 
surface.  
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a tiger shark about eight 
feet in length. 
 

SOURCE: Captain M.P. DuVal; Star & Herald (Panama), May 17, 1944. 
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The Independent Record,  
Thursday, June 29, 1944 
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St. Petersburg Times, June 25, 1944, page 5 
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