
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1941.06.15 
DATE: Sunday June 15, 1941 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place south of Jones Inlet on 
Long Island, New York, USA. 
40º36’N, 73º35’W 
 

NAME: Paul Ruhle 
DESCRIPTION: The fisherman was a 43-year-
old male from Glendale, Queens and worked for 
the Paradise Baking Corporation. 
 

BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, June 16, 1941 
ENVIRONMENT: Mackerel were being caught 
by anglers on the boat and sharks were feeding 
on mackerel in the water. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 12 miles 
TIME: 14h00 
 

NARRATIVE: The Ruhles, a party of seven, 
were fishing from a 32-foot boat, the Anna B, 
and had caught about 85 mackerel. Sharks had 
been swimming around the boat for some time 
when they decided to catch one. Harold Bittner, 
Ruhle’s nephew, trailed a foot-long mackerel 
over the side and hooked one of the sharks. 
Bittner played the shark for about an hour and 
then Paul Ruhle took over. “Then we was 
fighting him and he was getting tired and we 
thought he was all in and my father slipped a 
rope around his tail,” said Ruhle’s son Philip. 
“Then he reached down to try to pull him in by the tail but he got the shark’s mouth instead. 
And [the shark] broke the line and took the gaff with him.” 
 

INJURY: The fisherman’s index and middle finger were severely lacerated and a tooth 
pierced the palm of his hand 
 

FIRST AID: The Anna B headed for shore and radioed for assistance. An amphibian plane 
from Floyd Bennet Field, piloted by Ensign Edwin Ing, with Lieut. Commander Moses 
Goodman, Naval Air Station physician, was sent out. The plane spotted the Anna B when 
she was four miles from shore, alighted on the water, and Ruhle was transferred to the 
plane via a raft.  
 

TREATMENT: Ruhle was treated at Coney Island Hospital and released two hours later. 
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a shark seven feet in length. 
 

NOTE: This is a provoked incident. 
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SOURCES: New York Times, June 16, 1941, page 17; The Coshocton Tribune, Tuesday 
June 17, 1941 
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