
ACTIVITY:  Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1939.00.00.d 
DATE: Ca. 1939 
LOCATION: The incident took place in Middle Bight, Andros Island, Bahamas. 
 
BOAT: A 12-foot flat-bottomed skiff 
OCCUPANT: E.R. Fenimore Johnson. Johnson’s father, Eldridge Reeves Johnson founded 
the Victor Talking Machine Company in 1901, “making it possible for the first time in the 
world's history for good music to be heard in even the most humble home."  
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: North Andros Island) is separated from South Andros by three tidal 
creeks: North, Middle and South Bights.  
 
NARRATIVE: “I was fishing from a small flat-bottomed skiff in Middle Bight, Andros Island 
when I hooked a young tiger shark, a mere sub-[adult] only three to four feet long. Already 
equipped with a mouth the size of half of an apple pie, and wearing the uncheerful grin 
which is natural to his kind. He did not put up much of a fight. I soon had him alongside the 
skiff. I laid down my fishing rod, picked up an oar, took careful aim, and swinging it as hard 
as I could, I hit him on the end of his allegedly tender nose. I had carefully turned the edge 
of the oar toward the shark and I felt the weight of the blow as it struck. Before I realized 
what was happening the shark had the oar blade gripped in its jaws and almost tore it out of 
my hands. We wrestled for a few moments and it was nip and tuck as to which of us was 
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going to get the oar. I won. The shark took off and ran out line. I hastily grabbed up my 
fishing rod. I soon had him alongside again. This time I used one hand to strike with the oar 
and held the fishing rod with the other, thus keeping a taut line on the shark. The result of 
my second blow was that I knocked the shark clear off the hook. 
 
”The moment he was free the shark surged away and then charged. He moved so fast that I 
had no time to sit down in the skiff. He struck the bow of the skiff with considerable force, 
hung on and thrashed with every ounce of his surprisingly great strength. I lost my footing 
and fell, but fortunately managed to fall into instead of out of the skiff. Before I could do 
anything more the shark’s temper subsided and he made a strategic withdrawal from the 
scene of action.” 
 
INJURY: No injury to occupant. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A three to four-foot tiger shark.  
 
NOTE: This is considered a provoked incident. 
 
SOURCE: E.R. Fenimore Johnson 
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