
ACTIVITY: Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1939.00.00.b 
DATE: 1939 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Caribbean Sea at Ascension Bay, Curacao, in 
the Dutch Antilles. 
 
NAME: Hans Hass 
DESCRIPTION: He was a well-known diver, 
photographer, lecturer and author of books on 
diving, and became a diving icon. The incident is 
described in his book, Diving to Adventure. 
 
NARRATIVE: “It was certainly rash of me to dive 
without looking around (the moment you 
harpoon a fish on the north coast you have to 
keep looking around all the time, but — the 
moment I was thinking only of the picture I meant to get, and my haste nearly cost me dear. 
At no more than ten feet down I took a violent blow on my left hip, and was hurled aside by 
an irresistible force. I barely saw two checkered shadows whisking dimly past me and 
vanishing with dizzy speed in the distance. Then it was over.” 
 
“Back on the surface I found Joerg and Alfred rather white. Without another word they 
swam straight to shore. It was not until we had solid ground under our feet that they would 
tell their tale. Two tiger sharks were going straight at me from behind when Joerg and Alfred 

© Global Shark Accident File, 1993. All rights reserved. This report may not be reproduced 
or abridged without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File 

Hans Hass 



© Global Shark Accident File, 1993. All rights reserved.  This report may not be reproduced 
or abridged without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File 

first noticed them on my very heels. They both declared that the foremost shark had 
opened his mouth and rolled sidewise to get a better grip on my upraised leg. A yell from 
both their throats had luckily scared the brute at the last moment. The tiger shot past me so 
close that he knocked me sidewise with his tail. The marks were plainly visible on my thigh, 
which looked as if a great rasp had been drawn over the skin.” 
 
INJURY: Abrasion to the thigh from the caudal fin of the shark. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A tiger shark. 
 
NOTE: Hans Hass encountered many sharks during his career. On page 141 of Under The 
Red Sea, he writes:  
“No other sea creature can compare with a shark in the beauty of form and grace of 
movement. Dolphins, under water, look fidgety and awkward; tunnies resemble robots, 
rushing along in a senseless sort of way, only because they have just been wound up; rays 
always give the impression of grotesque deformity. On the other hand, the shark is at one 
with his watery environment. It seems to help him along, so to speak, in the splendid 
perfection of his sweeping glide, and he seems to feel as much at home there as a cat 
among down pillows in a bed.” 
 
SOURCE: Hans Hass (1951) Diving to Adventure. Doubleday, page, 169. 


