
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1937.02.13 
DATE: Saturday February 13, 1937 
LOCATION: Bar Beach, Newcastle, 
New South Wales, Australia.   
32º57’S, 151ºE 
 
NAME: John Welsh 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 32-year-
old male, sports secretary of the 
Cook’s Hill Surf Club. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was overcast. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon,  
February 11, 1937 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was 
rough, and it was low tide. The sea 
surface temperature was 69ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: A large shark had 
been seen at beach 200 yards away. 
A dog was taken on November 15, 
1936 in the same area.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 
yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 18 feet 
TIME: 15h20 
 
NARRATIVE: About 12 people were 
bathing, some seawards and on 
each side of Welsh. He was 
swimming in broken water far 
beyond the reef with two others. Onlookers saw the shark leap six feet out of the water and 
drag him beneath the surface. A companion was also grazed by the shark. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. It was thought that the shark bit him twice. There were deep wounds on his 
buttocks, ankle and right elbow. His lifeless body washed ashore five minutes after the 
attack.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias. The 
shark was sighted before, after and during the attack and while the alarm sounded. 
 
NOTE: John Welsh had the keys to lifesavers club casualty rooms; lifesavers had to smash 
open the door to get at the medical supplies. Welsh had supported his widowed mother and 
the Cooks Hill Club opened a subscription to pay for his funeral expenses. 
 
SOURCES: The Canberra Times, Monday February 15, 1937, page 1; The Age, February 
15, 1937; Victor M. Coppleson (1958), pages 77 & 234; Sharpe, page 84.  
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