
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1935.06.18 
DATE: Tuesday June 18, 1935 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of New Jersey, 
USA. 40ºN, 73ºW 
 
NAME: Captain Manuel Chalor 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 31-year-old male and captain of the fishing trawler, Nautilus, 
berthed (for three weeks) at Otten’s Harbor, Wildwood, New Jersey, USA. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, June 16, 1935 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 miles 
 
NARRATIVE: Captain Chalor was in a dory next to this trawler when a large shark vaulted 
into the small boat. “I didn’t know what to do for a moment,” said Captain Chalor. “There 
was a 15-foot maneater right in the boat with me, thrashing around like a trawler wheel and 
threatening to stave in the ribs. I tried to keep out of his way, but the fish was too big and 
the boat was too small. His jaws were snapping and I tried to keep clear, but in doing so I 
slipped. He got one of my arms in his mouth and I felt my skin rip.”  
 

“I had been yelling for help since he landed in the boat but when he grabbed my arm I 
yelled louder. My dory was only about 15 or 20 feet from the trawler, so two members of the 
crew saw the fish and began to throw big pieces of timber and old iron at the shark. He 
finally slackened up on his grip and I ripped my arm clear.” 
 

For more than 10 minutes the crew continued to yell and throw everything they could find at 
the shark. Captain Chalor was as actively occupied in dodging their missiles as he was 
trying to avoid the shark. “I was about to jump in the water to get away from him,” said 
Chalor, “but I finally decided I’d rather be in the boat with a shark than in the water with him. 
I’m not such a bad swimmer, but I’m not that good.” 
 

Then one of crew threw a harpoon which struck the shark on the head. The shark gave a 
big twist and suddenly went into the water, nearly capsizing the boat. “I don’t remember 
every being more pleased at anything in my life,” said Chalor. 
 

“I’d lost a lot of blood and my arm was throbbing from the shoulder to the ends of my 
fingers, so I ordered the other boat in and we headed for shore,” he said. 
 
INJURY: Captain Chalor’s right arm was lacerated from the shoulder to the fingers, and four 
fingers were severed. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Captain Chalor, members of the crew explained, was 
unconscious most of the time while they were on their way to Otten’s harbor. “Upon arrival 
there he was rushed to the Mace Hospital in Wildwood, New Jersey, where Dr. Margaret 
Mace treated his wounds,” reported the press. “He was allowed to return to the Nautilus but 
will be under medical care each day for the next week.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. The shark was said to be 12 to 15 feet in length. “The 
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fishermen surmised that the shark followed bluefish north and that it was in pursuit of a 
bluefish when the captain’s dory crossed its path.” wrote the New York Times. “In an effort 
to leap over the dory, it is believed the shark miscalculated.” 
 
SOURCES: New York Times, June 19, 1935, page 21, column 17; Hammond Times 
(Hammond, Indiana), Thursday, June 20, 1935.  
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