
ACTIVITY: Splashing 
CASE: GSAF 1934.12.31.b 
DATE: Monday December 31, 
1934 
L O C AT I O N :  K e n t u c k y , 
George’s River, New South 
Wales, Australia.   
34º01'S, 150ºE 
 
NAME: Beryl Morrin  
DESCRIPTION: A 13-year-old 
female who lived at Bankston 
on her family’s poultry farm. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was 
overcast. It had rained around 
18h00, and the air temperature 
was 71.4ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, 
December 29, 1934 
WATER CONDITIONS: The 
water  temperature 71ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: The river was 
90 metres wide at the incident 
site, and the incident took place 
38 kilometres from the river 
mouth. 
DISTANCE FROM BANK: 10 
yards  
DEPTH: Four feet 
TIME: 20h15. It was a moonlit night. 
 
NARRATIVE: It was New Years Eve. Beryl Morrin went to the river at dusk with her mother, 
her 10-year-old brother Tom, and a few friends. She had finished her swim when someone 
rubbed mud on her back, and she went back into the water to wash it off. “It was just on 
dark, and the river was eerie,” she said. “Everything happened so quickly, it was petrifying. I 
didn’t even see the shark but there was a lunge and a lot of splashing. I can recall being 
dragged through the water and tossed like a cork. Suddenly I was free, and on the 
sandbank. I felt no pain. The only thing I was aware of was a burning sensation of 
numbness.”  
 
She screamed, stood up and held up the stumps of her arms. A family friend, Jim Schofield, 
ran into the water and seized the child above the elbows, squeezing them to slow the flow 
of blood. 
 
INJURY: Both hands were severed by the shark. 
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FIRST AID: Tourniquets were applied 
immediately. Beryl remained fully 
conscious until she was put under 
anesthetic for surgical amputation of 
what remained of her left forearm. 
 
TREATMENT: At Canterbury District 
Hospital she was given blood 
transfusions and both arms were 
surgically amputated: one above and 
the other below the elbow.  
 
After she left the hospital, Beryl was 
given wooden arms but she refused to 
use them. “They were like logs of 
wood,” she said. “I used to frighten 
the dog with them — that’s about all.” 
For the first few months after the 
accident she was rebellious and 
difficult, she said. Her worst ordeal 
was being fed by other people. “It’s 
awful when someone shovels food 
into your mouth before you are ready 
for it. I used to knock the plate on the 
floor and run from the table in tears.” 
After a period of adjustment, she says 
that she settled down and decided to 
lead a normal life.  
 
“If it was impossible, I wanted to do it,” 
Beryl remembers. She joined a 
bicycle club, learned to write, paint, 
cook and sew. At 26, she married 
David Thomas, a greens keeper at a 
local golf club, and the couple have 
two daughters. “I don’t have 
nightmares about what happened,” 
she says. “I have a happy life.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: It was thought that the attack involved a five foot (1.5 m) tiger shark. 
 
SOURCES: The Canberra Times, Tuesday January 1, 1935, page 1;  Victor M. Coppleson 
(1958), pages 67 & 233; Alan Sharpe, pages 90-91; The Oshkosh Northwestern (Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin), Wednesday April 29, 1936; The Sydney Morning Herald, February 3, 1963  
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Central Queensland Herald, January 3, 1935, page 47 



The Labor Daily, February 11, 1935. Smiling brightly despite her grave 
handicap, little Beryl Morrin, who lost both arms as a result of a shark 

attack in the George's River on New Year's Eve, had a talk with a nurse 
at Canterbury Hospital yesterday on the eve of her departure. 

Collections of the State Library of NSW.  
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Location of the attack on 
Beryl Morrin 
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The Oshkosh Northwestern (Oshkosh, Wisconsin), 
Wednesday April 29, 1936 
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The Mail (Adelaide), June 21, 1947,  page 2 


