
ACTIVITY: Dived into the water 
CASE: GSAF 1934.08.26 
DATE: Sunday August 26, 1934 
LOCATION: The attack took place 
in the Coral Sea off Eva Island, 20 
miles from Cardwell, Queensland, 
Australia.  
18º16’S, 146º7’E 
 
NAME: Robert Steele 
DESCRIPTION: He was a male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, 
August 25, 1934 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 40 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: He dived from a 
launch into the sea and was 
immediately bitten by a shark. The 
occupant of the boat, Benjamin Spurway, heard a muffled shout, saw a large fin break the 
surface and a swirl of blood. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. His body was not recovered. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: Sydney Morning Herald, August 27, 1934; Sunday Mail (Brisbane) November 
18, 1934; The Mercury (Hobart, Tasmania), Monday November 19, 1934, page 9; G.P. 
Whitley, page 262; Jack Green, page 33; Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 238  
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The Mercury (Hobart, Tasmania), Monday November 19, 1934, page 9 
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Cairns Post,  
Monday August 27, 1934, page 6 


