
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1934.04.01.a 
DATE: Sunday April 1, 1934 
LOCATION: North Steyne or Manly, New 
South Wales, Australia.   
33º47'S, 151ºE 
 
NAME: Leon Ritson Hermes 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 15-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was cloudy to overcast day with 
intermittent showers and the air temperature was 69ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, March 31, 1934 
WATER CONDITION: The sea was murky and the water  temperature 71ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: The surf was discoloured with rainwater draining from Manley Lagoon, 
and a number of channels ran from surf to shore. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE:  80 yards  
DEPTH: Waist deep 
TIME: 12h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Leon Hermes was in the front line of breakers when he was attacked. The 
shark made three strikes. Rescuers used as lifeline as a tourniquet and towels were packed 
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Manly Cove including the ferry terminal 

1934: Manly baths 
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into the wounds. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Lacerated right leg and thigh. He died a few minutes after admission to 
Manly District Hospital 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. A 14-foot [4.25 m] shark was seen during the attack 
and close to shore for 15 minutes afterwards. Efforts to catch the shark were unsuccessful. 
 
SOURCES: The Courier-Mail, Monday April 2, 1934, page 9 
Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 233. 
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