
ACTIVITY: Free diving for trochus 
CASE: GSAF 1934.02.24 
DATE: Saturday February 24, 1934 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Coral Sea in the Adolphus 
Channel, Queensland, Australia. 
 
NAME: Rixon 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 
aboriginal male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 
February 21, 1934 
ENVIRONMENT: Crayfish were 
being speared in the vicinity. 
DISTANCE FROM REEF: 40 yards 
DEPTH: 18 feet 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Aware that the 
splashing and noise of those hunting 
crayfish attracted sharks, Rixon was 
returning to the reef when he saw two 
sharks swimming towards him. One 
was a small shark about five feet in 
length, but the other was a tiger shark 
11 feet in length. The shark swam in a circle, then charged him. Rixon tried to meet the 
charge with his feet, and managed to avoid being bitten, but sustained gashes on the inside 
of his right knee. The shark turned and attack again and he warded it off with his left foot, 
which was badly gashed. Then the shark swam away. 
 
INJURY: Rixon sustained six deep razor slashes on the inner aspect of the right knee, three 
through the sole of the foot near the heel, one of which extended to bone. At regular 
intervals on the foot there were deep puncture wounds. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: He was admitted to Thursday Island Hospital, and recovered. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
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Adolphus Channel or Albany passage is a channel at the 
northeastern end of  the Cape York Peninsula / 

southeastern section of the Torres Strait. It runs between 
Albany Island and Mount Adolphus Island. 



Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 243 

The Galveston Daily News, Monday April 21, 1947 
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