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ACTIVITY: Standing 
CASE: GSAF 1929.04.11 
DATE: Thursday April 11, 1929 
LOCATION: The incident took place 100 
yards below Bell’s Creek, Pumicetone 
Passage, near Caloundra, Queensland, 
Australia.  
27ºS, 152º50’E 
 
NAME: David Alexander Manners. 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 19–year-old 
male from Caboolture, a professional 
fisherman 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, April 10, 1929 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear. 
ENVIRONMENT: A net containing mullet 
was being hauled ashore. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 
2.5 to three feet 
TIME: 13h45 
 
NARRATIVE: David Manners was a 
member of a fishing crew and was 
dhauling in on the lead-line of the net, 
pulling into shallow water on the edge of 
the beach. None of the crew were aware 
that a shark was in the net. Manners was 
in a half-crouch position as he was hauling 
the line, his left leg fully extended ahead of 
him, his right leg bent below him. One of 
the crew called out a warning and at the 
same time the shark lunged at him, 
knocking him over and slicing his right calf. 
Another member of the crew grabbed Manners by the arm and dragged him into shallower 
water. Others of the crew beat the shark with net stakes and drove it back into the net. 
 
INJURY: His right calf was bitten, and a 10-ounce piece of flesh from his leg was later 
recovered in the net. 
 
FIRST AID: Blood loss was slowed by wrapping a knot of weed in a handkerchief, placing 
at the back of the knee, then bending the leg over it and holding it firm with a trouser belt. 
Manners was placed in a dinghy and rowed three miles to Caloundra where they were met 
by an ambulance and he was transported to Maleny General Hospital in Maleny. Manners 



remained conscious until he entered surgery. 
 
TREATMENT: Dr. Law stated that he tied off the severed arteries to arrest bleeding. Eusol 
irrigations and clean dressings were the only treatment he received for the next six weeks. 
Then Manners was transferred to Brisbane General Hospital where, over the next 10.5 
months, Dr. Gerard Anderson performed three grafting operations. The case was written up 
in the British Medical Association Journal in 1927. For seven years following discharge from 
the hospital, he “suffered from outbreaks of the grafted area” which required hospitalization 
each time. “The odor of the discharge from his leg was the same as decaying shark and 
very strong. The odor was present both in the original injury and in the subsequent annual 
outbreaks.”  
 
SPECIES: The accident reportedly  involved a grey nurse shark about four feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: Police reports; Coppleson (1933), The Brisbane Courier, Friday April 12, 1929, 
page 15 
 
NOTE: This is classed as a provoked incident. 
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