
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1928.11.18 
DATE: Sunday November 18, 1928 
LOCATION: The incident took place off Sea 
Bright, New Jersey, USA. 
 
BOAT: A skiff 
OCCUPANTS: Three fishermen: Captains 
Charles Anderson, Emit Lindberg and Oscar 
Benson. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, November 20, 
1928 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 1.5 miles 
 
NARRATIVE: “Captains Charles Anderson, Emit Lindberg and Oscar Benson, three 
pioneer fisherman of this part of the sea coast returned to the beach this morning with two 
bluenose sharks which they had found entangled in their codfish nets a mile and a half from 
shore. 
 
“The sharks fought for more than two hours before they could be dragged into the skiff and 
two of the fishermen were severely cut and bruised. The boat was ripped along the port side 
just above the waterline as the sharks whipped their tails about in an effort to escape the 
harpoons of the fishermen. 
 
“Captain Anderson, skipper of the craft, maneuvered for an hour before he could bring the 
skiff to a point where the sharks could be attacked by gaffs. The first harpoon missed, and 
the sharks rushed the boat thumping their heavy tails against the side. After another hour 
the fishermen succeeded in overpowering them after the sharks had been stabbed twenty-
eight times with harpoons and gaffs. 
 
“This is the first time in thirty-five years that sharks have been found so close to shore at 
this period of the year, and oldtime fishermen see in it an omen of a mild winter.” 
 
INJURY: Two of the fishermen sustained cuts and bruises from the sharks. 
 
DAMAGE TO BOAT: Port side of boat damaged above the waterline 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: “Bluenose” sharks. 
 
NOTE: This  was a provoked incident; the sharks were netted, harpooned and gaffed. 
 
SOURCE: New York Herald Tribune, November 19, 1928. 
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Shark Caught off Sea Bright Trapped in Net.  
Bluenoses Fight Seamen Two Hours 

 
SEA BRIGHT N.J. Nov. 18 Captains Charles Anderson  Ennl Lindberg and 
Oscar Benson, three pioneer fishermen of this part of the sea coast returned to 
the beach this morning with two bluenose sharks which they had found 
entangled in their codfish nets a mile and a half from shore. 
 
The sharks fought for more than  two hours before they could be dragged into 
the skiff and two of the fishermen were severely cut and bruised. The boat was 
ripped along the port side just above the waterline as the sharks whipped their 
tail about in an effort to escape the harpoons of the fishermen. 
 
Captain Anderson, skipper of the craft maneuvered for an hour before he could 
bring the skiff to a point wher the sharks could be attacked by gaffs. The first 
harpoon missed and the sharks rushed the boat thumping their heavy tails 
against the side. After another hour the fishermen succeeded in overpowering 
them afte the sharks had been stabbed twenty-eight times with harpoons and 
gaffs. 
 
This is the first time in thirty-five years that sharks have been found so close to 
shore at this period of the year and oldtime fishermen see in it an omen of a 
mild winter. 
 
SOURCE: Herald Tribune, November 19, 1928 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2002. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


