
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1927.00.00.b 
DATE: Ca. 1927 
LOCATION: The incident took place in brackish water 15 miles up the Cataract River. The 
river empties into the sea about 40 miles south of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, and 
it is Australia’s longest navigable tidal river. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer was a 10-year-old male. 
 
NARRATIVE: “Four boys were swimming. One ten-year-old had strayed a bit farther out 
than the rest. Suddenly without any warning, a big shark seized the boy and started to take 
him down the river…One of the other boys saw what was happening and swam with all his 
might after the huge monster and his struggling victim. He caught up with them, and began 
to belabor the shark over the back and head as hard as possible with his fists. This so 
startled the ugly brute that he let go his hold of the boy and disappeared. Then the valiant 
fourteen-year-old boy brought the younger lad to shore”.  
 
INJURY: The victim “showed feeble signs of life, but efforts to revive him proved useless; in 
a few minutes he was dead. He was badly torn from bites and had a crushed shoulder.” 
 
A couple of months later, on May 9, 1927, when the Duke of York was conducting the 
opening exercises at Canberra, the new capital of Australia, he presented the would-be 
rescuer with a medal awarded by the King of England in recognition of his great courage.  
 
SOURCE: Captain Young, in Shark! Shark!, pp.192-193 who says the story came from the 
Sydney Bulletin 
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