
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1926.08.24 
DATE: Tuesday August 24, 1926 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean at Seaside, Ocean 
County, New Jersey, USA. 
 
NAME: Charles Burke 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-old 
male from Trenton. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, August 23, 
1926 
 
NARRATIVE: Few detai ls are 
available. A rescuer who went to his 
assistance reported that the boy was 
snatched from his grasp by a large fish, 
presumably a shark. 
 
INJURY: Fatal, but cause of death may 
have been drowning, not shark bite. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
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Circa 1920s 
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SOURCES: Asbury Park Press, August 25, 1926; Washington Post, August 26, 1926, page 
3; Herald Tribune (New York), August 23, 1960 
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While bathing just north of the carousel on Tuesday afternoon, Charles Burke, 18 years old, son 
of Mr and Mrs Frank Burke, of 311 Tioga St., Trenton was drowned in a sea that was unusually 
rough and with a strong undercurrent. Two companions Endell Fenton and Edgar Burkett, also of 
Trenton, were with young Burke. They were out beyond the bar and had decided to return when 
Burke became weakened. 
 
Fenton went to assist him to shore but his hold was broken by a huge wage. The parents were 
present as was also the young man's sister, Verna, all plunged into the surf in an effort to save 
the youth. Life guard Craig Southwick dashed for the boat, and life guard Schultz made efforts to 
reach the drowning boy who was still calling for help. All efforts failed however and the young 
man disappeared. Under the command of Captain Parker several of the coast guardsman 
launched a boat and began to scour the area, however, the search soon had to be called off.  
 
While patrolling the beach Wednesday morning Coast Guard Millard Douglas recovered the body 
just north of this town. It was taken to the coast guard station where Corner Parker gave a 
certificate of death from drowning. Mr and Mrs Burke have the sympathy of all in their 
bereavement."  
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