
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1926.07.08 
DATE: Thursday July 9,1926 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean off Bay Farm Island, near Alameda and 
Oakland on the eastern shore of San Francisco Bay, 
California, USA.     
37º44'N, 122º15.4'W 
 
NAME: Norman Peixotto 
DESCRIPTION: A 15-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: There were numerous factories and 
processing plants for fish and whales in the area.  
Today it is the site of Oakland International Airport. 
 
NARRATIVE: Peixotto was swimming with his dog. 
The shark was seen to attack the boy’s dog, slashing 
it several times before turning its attention to the boy. 
She shark bit the boy several times. During the struggle, the boy was pulled beneath the 
surface twice before breaking free and swimming toward a boat that had been launched 
from the beach. The boy and his dog, both severely injured, were brought ashore. 
 
INJURY: The boy sustained extensive injures to both legs and his right hand. 
 
TREATMENT: Peixotto was transported to a local hospital. A surgeon quoted in a San 
Francisco newpaper reported: “Peixotto will, in time, recover from his injuries.” 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. The shark was described as two-metres in length. One press 
account reported the shark “to be of the tiger variety”. However, the northernmost range of 
the tiger shark is Los Angeles; tiger sharks have never been reported from San Francisco 
Bay. In fact, the most northerly confirmed range extension along the Pacific Coast for the 
tiger shark is Manhattan Beach, a Los Angeles suburb many hundreds of kilometers to the 
south. Sport fishermen sometimes mistakenly refer to the leopard shark as a tiger shark. 
However, it seems highly unlikely that a leopard shark was responsible for the attack on 
Peixotto and his dog. Further, the shark must have been of sufficient size to twice pull the 
teenage swimmer below the surface of the water. Without a more meaningful description of 
the shark it is not possible to identify the species responsible for the attacks on Norman 
Peixotto and his dog.  
 
Along the Pacific Coast of North America, it would be 24 years until the next authenticated 
case of an unprovoked attack on a human. 
 
SOURCE: Ralph Collier (2003), Shark Attacks of the 20th Century, pages 2 and 3 
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Leopard shark 
Triakis semifasciata  

Tiger shark 
Galeocerdo cuvier  


