ACTIVITY: Swimming
CASE: GSAF 1925.03.12
DATE: Thursday March 12, 1925
LOCATION: Newcastle Beach,
New South Wales, Australia.
32º56'S, 151º48'E
NAME: Jack Canning
DESCRIPTION: He was a 16year-old male and an expert
swimmer.
BACKGROUND
WEATHER: The sky was cloudy
to overcast.
MOON PHASE: Full Moon,
March 11, 1925
ENVIRONMENT: There was a
sandbank with an inshore
channel.
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea
surface temperature was 72ºF.
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200
yards
TIME: 15h15
NARRATIVE: About 40 people
were bathing. Canning was
waiting for shoots when
onlookers saw him rise out of the
water, arms waving wildly, and
then he disappeared beneath the
surface. Canning was swimming feebly with one arm towards the beach when he was
rescued by lifesaver Gordon Lees. A lifeboat was also launched.
INJURY: Fatal. His right arm was severed below the elbow and there were extensive
lacerations from the left buttock along the back of the leg to the heel. He died a few minutes
after admission to Newcastle Hospital.
Dr. Victor Coppleson wrote: “Dr T. Hamilton, Medical Superintendant at the Newcastle
Hospital, kindly supplied me, in March 1925, with the following particulars as to the nature
and extent of the injuries received by Jack C. The patient was seen by Dr Hamilton within
five minutes of being attacked and a careful medical examination was thus made. The
patient showed considerable shock, with cyanosed lips, stertorous breathing, and a cold and
clammy skin. The pulse was very slow, between 40 and 50, and extremely weak. His
wounds consisted of a complete lacerated amputation through the middle third of the left
forearm. A huge lacerated wound on the left buttock extended in depth to the ischial
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tuberosities, and in length to within six inches of the left heel in a series of deep torn
lacerations. Surrounding the margins of the indentations made by the bites were numerous
serrated triangular gashes regularly arranged in rows and compatible with the history of
shark-bite. It seemed that the forearm must have been completely enveloped by the mouth
of the shark, gripped by the teeth and thence torn off. The injuries to the lower extremity
seemed to have been inflicted by a snapping action of the shark’s jaws, followed thence by
a shearing action which tore the flesh away from the bony skeleton. The marginal triangular
teeth-marks around each laceration seemed to suggest that the shark gripped the part with
its posterior rows of teeth and thence tore the part savagely. Reviewing the whole
circumstances the appearances suggested very rapid jaw work by the shark and a savage
tearing of the parts which were gripped by the teeth. Dr Hamilton points out that an
interesting feature was that no part of the body which was covered by the black swimming
costume was attacked by the shark.”
SPECIES INVOLVED: Onlookers saw the shark, but no species identification was made.
SOURCES: The Argus, Friday March 13, 1925, page 11; Victor M. Coppleson.N16.(1933);
Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 230; Coppleson Archives, 1223/11, Item 3.
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D. Weeks, Global Shark Accident File
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