
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1916.07.13.a 
DATE: Thursday July 13, 1916 
LOCATION: The incident took place at 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, New York, 
USA. 
40º15’N, 72º57’W 
 
NAME: Thomas Richards 
DESCRIPTION: He was a male, the 
Assistant Steward at the Beau Rivage 
Hotel. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, July 14, 1916 
ENVIRONMENT: Sheepshead Bay, named for the fish that were once abundant there, 
separates the mainland of Brooklyn from the eastern portion of Coney Island. The bay itself 
was originally the easterly entrance to Coney Island Creek but filling of the central part of 
this waterway during the 1930s in conjunction with construction of the Shore Parkway 
portion of the Belt Parkway eliminated access to the creek. At the same time the bay was 
widened at its western end, deepened and bulkheaded. It is now the home of recreational 
fishing fleets. 

NARRATIVE: “Twoscore people saw a shark at Sheepshead Bay yesterday. It was within a 
stone’s throw of the Beau Rivage Hotel on Emmons Avenue, and came with an ace of 
making a meal of an employee of the hotel. Thomas Richards, Assistant Steward of the 
hotel. He went out in a boat for a swim with Joseph Vasmini, 14-years-old, whose father is 
proprietor of resort. He was splashing about in the water when Vasmini, who was shipping 
the oars preparatory to joining him, yelled with terror. ‘A shark!’. The cries of the boy were 
heard at the Hotel and caused an uproar as they caught a glimpse of the fin which cut the 
water close behind the swimmer. So narrow was the escape that Richard’s ankle was 
bruised either by the rough skin of the shark or shark’s teeth.” 
 
INJURY: Minor injury 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified.  
 
SOURCE: New York Tribune, July 14, 1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2002. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 

Sheepshead 
Archosargus probatocephalus  



New York Times, July 14, 1916 
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