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ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASES: GSAF 1916.07.12.c 
DATE: Wednesday July 12, 1916 
LOCATION: Matawan Creek, Monmouth County, New 
Jersey, USA. 
 
NAME: Joseph Dunn 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 12-year-old boy from East 128th 
Street in Manhattan who was visiting Cliffwood for the day. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, July 14, 1916 
 
NARRATIVE: Less than an hour after the first two tragedies, 
a group of boys were swimming beyond a bend in the creek 
off the N.J. Clay Company  Brickyard docks about 400 yards 
east of the first accident site. The boys had just 
heard about the two attacks and were hurriedly 
exiting the creek when Joseph, the last boy to 
move toward shore, began yelling. The other 
boys saw him being drawn under the surface 
and his 14-year-old brother Michael actually 
pulled Joseph from the shark’s jaws. 
 
“I was about 10 feet from the shore.” said 
Joseph. “I looked down and saw something 
dark. Suddenly, I felt a tug, like a big pair of 
scissors pulling at my leg and bringing me 
under. I felt as if my leg had gone.” The boy did 
not seem to experience extreme pain while 
being bitten. 
 
INJURY: Dr. Colley reported that “the front and 
side of the boy’s lower left leg were cut to 
ribbons from knee to the ankle. The bones 
were not crushed and the main arteries in the 
calf of the leg were not cut.” Dr. R. J. 
Faulkingham,  who treated Dunn in the 
hospital, reported that the boy’s Achilles tendon was not severed, but the calf muscle 
(gastrocnemius) was severely lacerated.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Joseph was taken by motorboat to the earlier attack area and 
was attended by Dr. H.S. Cooley of Matawan who transported the boy by car to St. Peter’s 
General Hospital in New Brunswick where his leg was sutured and drained. According to 
hospital records, he remained hospitalized for 59 days. Although some papers incorrectly 
reported that Joseph’s leg was amputated, the boy made a full recovery. 
 
SOURCES: R. J. Faulkingham, M.D. 
Teresa Reber, Record Room, St. Peter’s General Hospital  
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CASE INVESTIGATORS: Morris M. Vorenburg 
Richard Fernicola, M.D. 
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