
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1915.01.01 
DATE: Friday January 1, 1915 
LOCATION: Sirius Cove, Sydney 
Harbour, New South Wales, Australia.   
33º51'S 
 
NAME: Warren Tooze 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 17-year-old 
male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, January 1, 
1915 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: Six feet 
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: See press clippings. 
 
INJURY: Fatal.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 

SOURCES:  Argus (Melbourne), 
Saturday January 2, 1915, page 10 
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Sirius Cove 



The Advertiser (Adelaide), Saturday  January 2, 1915, page 12  

The Advertiser (Adelaide), January 5, 1915, page 9  

© Global Shark Accident File, 1992. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 

Gilbert P. Whitley, citing Argus (Melbourne) January 15, 1915 
Poverty Bay Herald, January 12, 1915, page 7 
Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 70. 
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Little Sirius Cove c1915 
 
The first recorded shark fatality in Mosman was here in Little Sirius Cove on the afternoon of New 
Year’s Day 1915. Young 17-year-old Warren Tooze from 21 Magic Street (later called Magic 
Grove) was swimming with his mate Herbert Park when a shark attacked. Herbert heard Warren 
scream and turned in time to see his friend going down under the water. He bravely swam 
towards where he last saw his mate and dove down and pulled him to the surface. He could see 
the situation was extremely grim as there was much blood coming from the wound. However he 
started back for shore dragging the bleeding youth. It was about halfway back, still in about 6 feet 
of water Herbert caught sight of a fin coming straight towards them. His quick response of wildly 
kicking his legs creating a lot of splashing saved both of them further harm from the shark until 
shallow water was reached.  
 
Even with a desperate rush to get the victim to Sydney Hospital, he died soon after arriving, the 
trip being just too far for such a mauling. 
 
Back in the 1890’s a group of artists and friends built what they called Curlew Camp on the 
eastern shore of the cove just below the present boundary fence of Taronga Zoo. The 90’s were 
hard times, particularly for artists, and most of them could not afford the rents being asked so 
they elected to rough it on the shores of Mosman. They, and their fellow campers, could easily 
commute to the city from here and the fishing was particularly good as a food source. The world 
renowned artist Sir Arthur Streeton resided at the Cove for a good five years before he burst on to 
the world stage. 
 
© Mosman Library Sydney Australia.  
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