
ACTIVITY: Diving 
CASE: GSAF 1913.01.00 
DATE: January 1913 
LOCATION: Thursday Island, Torres Strait, 
Queensland, Australia 
 
NAME: Treacle 
DESCRIPTION: He was a male, a Torres Strait 
islander. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Eight 
fathoms 
 
NARRATIVE: He was diving with his fellow divers 
when the shark appeared and they headed for the 
surface. “Treacle was less fortunate,” writes Bartlett. 
“The shark loomed above him in the water like the 
hull of a boat. Whichever way he ducked and twisted 
and kicked, the could not dodge the monster. With a 
rush the great fish was upon him, and as he threw 
himself sideways Treacle felt the shark’s teeth rasp his head and neck and left shoulder. 
Treacle’s fingers clawed at the smooth shark skin and lodged in the creatures eyes.” 
 

“Sharks push, me push back,” Treacle explained. “Bimeby me too strong – sharka he let 
go.” 
 
INJURY: His head, neck and left shoulder were lacerated. 
 
TREATMENT: His injuries were sewn up at Thursday Island Hospital, and a few weeks 
later he was back on his old job. “That sharka nearly eat me, but he no make me lose my 
job, too,” said Treacle. “No plurry fear!”  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Tiger shark, Galeocerdo cuvier 
 
NOTE: This was a famous case and illustrated in the Medical Journal of Australia, July 31 
and December 4, 1920 and on postcards. In Diving To Adventure, by Hans Hass, the author 
refers a case in which a pearl diver by the name of Treckle dived from a ship into the sea 
and landed head-first in the open jaw of a hammerhead shark. The diver gouged out one of 
the shark’s eyes and it released him. A one-eyed hammerhead shark was hooked a few 
days later while Treckle was recuperating at a hospital in the Prince of Wales Islands in the 
Torres Straits.  
 
SOURCES: Norman Bartlett, pp.232-233; Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 7; Victor M. 
Coppleson (1962) page 158, Ion L. Idriess, Forty Fathoms Deep (1938) 
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Photograph from Forty Fathoms Deep 
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SOURCE: Big Piney Examiner. Thursday, December 9, 1915 
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The Argus (Melbourne, Victoria),  
Saturday January 24, 1920, page 4 
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The St. Maurice Valley Chronicle  
(Three Rivers, Quebec, Canada) 

Thursday September 24, 1936, page 17 
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IN THE SHARK’S MOUTH. 
The sensational experience related recently 
by Mr. J. Mitchell, owner of a North 
Australian pearling …, in which a 
blackfellow escaped from a shark after 
having his head in its mouth, has been 
corroborated. Mr. David Coulter, of 
Brisbane-street, Waverly, Sydney, called at 
the “…” with a photographed taken in the 
Thursday Island Hospital a few day’s after 
the aboriginal’s admission. This clearly 
shows the wounds on the neck, head and 
chest. Mr. Coulter said: — “It happened two 
days before I reached Thursday Island on 
my way to the Far East by the Japanese 
mail Nikko Maru. This black was then in the 
hospital, and a photo of him I now place in 
your hands. It will settle any doubts in the 
minds of people about sharks attacking 
colored people. From information I gathered 
this black dived from his boat, and was 
swimming hand-over-hand. A monster shark 
went for him, taking into his mouth both 
arms, head and chest. The shark’s teeth 
marks show in the photograph. The black’s 
version is that when the shark took him with 
one of his hands he seized the shark’s gills, 
which caused the monster to release his 
hold. On my return I heard that when this 
black was in the hospital a Chinaman had 
disappeared. The residents of Thursday 
Island were determined to catch the 
maneater. After waiting some time a bait 
was taken, and of the six men who captured 
him told me it took two hours to land him. 
When the ...this monster the whole of one 
leg was found in the stomach. It was 
supposed to be that of the missing 
Chinaman. Sharks are there in thousands, 
measuring up to 18 ft in length. This was 
one of those huge brutes. I have traveled to 
almost every part of the world, including the 
islands, from Honolulu, as far as the 
Philippines, where thousands of colored 
people are bathing all day, and I have never 
heard of a black being taken before. 
However, any of your residents who doubt 
my word can get all information from the 
hospital or from any resident of Thursday 
Island at the time. 

Northern Star, Wednesday June 3, 1914, page 5 
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