
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1906.10.10.a.R 
DATE: Prior to 1906 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean at a seaport about 90 miles from 
Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DECRIPTION: He was member of the crew of a coasting schooner. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A quarter mile 
 
NARRATIVE: “Some years ago I was living at a seaport about ninety miles from Honolulu. 
One day a boat from  a coasting schooner, lying about a quarter of a mile from the shore, 
got adrift and went sailing down the wind. When the sailors observed what had happened, 
they ran aft and jumped overboard and swam toward the runaway tender. One, two, three, 
and four jumped into the water, disappeared for a moment, and then the Kanakas’ heads 
appeared. We could count only three heads swimming to the boat. Where was the fourth? 
They were all excellent swimmers, and we wondered what had happened. The three men 
climbed aboard the boat and rowed back. They were some time rowing about the schooner 
in an aimless way, and then came ashore. They told the sad story of the loss of their mate. 
They had seen bloody water near the schooner, and an enormous shark swimming about. 
So, unconsciously, I had really seen a man jump into a shark’s mouth. Evidently the men 
jumping into the water attracted the shark’s attention, and he took the last man as he hit the 
water.” 
 
INJURY: Fatal 
 
SPECIES: Not identified, but possibly a tiger shark. 
 
SOURCE: Washington Post, October 10, 1906 
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