
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1906.02.14.R 
DATE: Reported February 14, 1906 
LOCATION: Mututapu (Motutapu) 
Island, lies in the Hauraki Gulf 
adjacent to Rangitoto Island. It is 
located off Auckland, North Island, 
New Zealand. 
 
NAME: Herbert Thomas 
DESCRIPTION: He was a “young 
man” and an “expert swimmer”. He 
was employed on the mechanical 
staff at His Majesty’s Theatre.  
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: Motutapu is one 
of the earliest Maori settlement 
sites. Before the eruption of Rangitoto, Motutapu (Te Motutapu a Taikehu) had been the 
home of Maori for several generations. Ash from the eruption destroyed their villages, 
gardens and forest but also provided a new wealth of soils enabling settlement to be re-
established. European settlers began farming Motutapu in 1840 when its Maori owners 
sold part of the island. The Reid brothers, a Scottish farming family, bought Motutapu in 
1869 and established homesteads at Emu Gay and Home Bay. Exotic animals such as 
emu, deer, buffalos, ostriches, wallabies and waterfowl were introduced at this time. 
TIME: Night 
 
NARRATIVE: He was rowing to a neighboring vessel to get bait. When he was some yards 
off he lost an oar and plunged into the water to retrieve it. He caught the oar and turned to 
swim back, but was seen to suddenly sink beneath the surface. Despite an immediate 
search for the man, no trace of him was found and it was concluded that he had been 
taken by a shark. 
 
SOURCE: Otago Witness, February 14, 1906, Page 31  
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