1906: Como, NSW

Swimming at Como Baths, Georges River. Christmas 1960

ACTIVITY: Bathing
CASE: GSAF 1906.01.28
DATE: Sunday January 28, 1906
LOCATION: The attack took place at Como in the
George’s River, New South Wales, Australia
NAME: William Joseph Dobson
DESCRIPTION: He was a 33-year-old male, an
ironmonger from Petersham.
BACKGROUND
MOON PHASE: New Moon, January 25, 1906
ENVIRONMENT: The George’s River is tidal at
Como; it is 10 to 12 miles up river from the sea.
TIME: 14h10
NARRATIVE: He was alone in the water when he
was bitten by a shark. He managed to reach the
shallows unaided and was carried to shore by his
mates.
INJURY: Fatal. Dr Arthur Palmer provided Dr.
Victor Coppleson with the following: “The police
report showed that the right forearm was missing
and there was a large deep wound on the inside
of the right elbow. The abdomen showed teeth-
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marks and the soft parts were torn off
from the ribs to the head on the right
side. The left leg was broken at the
ankle where there was a large wound.
The right foot was also badly bitten.”
SPECIES: Bull shark involvement
suspected, but not confirmed.
SOURCES: The Advertiser
(Adelaide), Monday January 29,
1906, page 7; Feilding Star, February
7, 1906, page 2; Northern Territory
Times and Gazette Friday March 2,
1906, page 3; Jack Green, page 31;
Coppleson Archives, 1223/13. Item 1
Miscellaneous/Letters relating to
publications
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D.
Weeks, Global Shark Accident File
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“Dr Arthur Palmer has kindly supplied me with an epitome of cases of shark bite which have come
under his notice on the post mortem table in Sydney. Dr Palmer states that their experience in
Sydney was that sharks rarely attack a dead human body. On January 28, 1906, W.J.D. aged 33
was bathing in George’s River at 2.10pm and was seen to be attacked by a shark as he shouted
for help. The police report showed that the right forearm was missing and there was a large deep
wound on the inside of the right elbow. The abdomen showed teeth-marks and the soft parts were
torn off from the ribs to the head on the right side. The left leg was broken at the ankle where there
was a large wound. The right foot was also badly bitten.”
SOURCE: Coppleson Archives, 1223/13 Item 1 Miscellaneous/Letters relating to publications.
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