
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1905.08.00.b 
DATE: Late August 1905 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean on the Atlantic City fishing 
banks off Atlantic City, New Jersey, USA.  
39º20’N, 74º25’W 
 
NAME: George Wright 
DESCRIPTION: He was a stockbroker from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
N A R R A T I V E :  G e o r g e  W r i g h t , 
accompanied by several friends went out to 
the fishing banks in a naphtha launch for a 
day’s outing. “After making a good catch 
the captain was about to weigh anchor and 
start for home when Wright insisted upon 
having a swim. Being an expert swimmer, 
the young man dived boldly off the craft and 
swam away like a fish. 
 

“Shortly afterward the captain signaled for 
Wright to return. The swimmer in long, 
powerful strokes immediately turned and 
was making toward the boat when those in 
the boat were horrified to see less than a 
hundred yards away and directly in the path 
of the swimmer a school of man eating 
sharks. The captain immediately fed his 
engines and headed the boat for the scene 

of action. Meanwhile he had grabbed up a loaded signal gun which he always carried in his 
craft. 
 

“By this time Wright had awakened to the danger, for he was seen wildly swimming in the 
direction whence he came. In less time than it takes to tell it the captain had fired and killed 
the foremost shark. 
 

“When the launch reached Wright who was almost exhausted, he was lifted aboard and 
immediately swooned.” 
 
INJURY: “Three of the toes of his right foot had been nipped off by a shark.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 
SOURCE: Excerpt from news article titled “Sharks That Attack Men” in The Sun, 1910. 
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