
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1895.08.11 
DATE: Sunday August 11, 1895 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Atlantic Ocean off Noyes 
Beach, Watch Hill, Washington 
County, Rhode Island, USA. 
41.4°N, 71.8°W  
 
NAME: Charles Beattie 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 26-year-
old male For two years had held the 
position of engineer, and was thought to be the youngest engineer of a locomotive in 
Boston. He was a Southerner by birth, and, with his father and mother, came North a few 
years prior to the incident. After his father died, he cared for his mother.He lived in Roxbury, 
Massachusetts with his widowed mother. He was single, and a member of the Odd Fellows 
and railroad associations in good standing, including the Consolidated Railroad Engineers 
and Conductors.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, August 13, 1895 
TIME: 05h30 
 
NARRATIVE: The incident took place during the annual fishing trip of the engineers, 
conductors and trainmen on the Providence Division. This year the men had accepted the 
invitation of Engineer Butler who owned the steam yacht Helen May Butler. They planned to 
go to the south shore of Rhode Island. At midnight Saturday a special car with 42 railroad 
men aboard  left Boston for Stonington, and it was said that Beattie was the life of the party.   
 
On arrival at Stonington, the Helen May Butler was waiting, the men boarded her, and she 
steamed out of the harbor toward the fishing grounds.  
 
At 05h00 in the morning, when about a mile offshore between Quononchontaug life-saving 
station and Noyes Point, the yacht stopped and a couple of yawls were launched, a small 
one occupied by Engineers Beattie and Andrew Taft. 
 
Beattie decided to go for a swim. He dived from the small boat and swam away, watched by 
Engineer Taft. Taft said he suddenly saw a strange expression come over Beattie’s face, he 
threw an oar to him, and then jumped in the water to render assistance. Beattie caught one 
side of the oar and Taft the other. Taft tried to pull Beattie to the yawl, only to find something 
was drawing  him Beattie beneath the water. Beattie never reappeared after. Taft dived and 
searched for Beattie, but could no find no trace of him. In fact, “it was with difficulty Taft was 
rescued from drowning himself. 
 
“It is believed that Beattie was caught by the foot by one of the great school of sharks now 
running in the Sound and in Narragansett Bay, a four-hundred-pounder being captured 
Tuesday morning at Sabins Point. 
 
SOURCES: Boston Globe, August 16, 1895; New York Times, August 16, 1895 
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