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ACTIVITY: Fell into the water 
CASE: GSAF 1889.07.08 
DATE: Monday July 8, 1889 
LOCATION: Port Phillip Heads, Victoria, Australia. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, July 7, 1889 
SEA CONDITIONS: Turbulent 
 
NARRATIVE: An accident, which it feared has been 
attended with fatal consequences, occurred (says the Melbourne Age) on the arrival of the 
four-masted ship Drummuir, from Liverpool at the Port Phillip Heads on Monday. On 
reaching the Heads the ship signaled for a pilot in the usual way and received one, and 
soon after he got on board those on the pilot schooner observed a man fall from the ship 
into the turbulent sea.  
 
The vessel was at once hove to and a boat lowered and Captain Williams, of the schooner, 
went aloft to keep the man in sight, but the efforts of those in the boat were unavailing.  
 
There is little doubt that the unfortunate man was seized by a shark, as Captain Williams 
observed that the water was discolored by blood some distance to windward of the 
schooner.  
 
The Drummuir was compelled to make call again at once to prevent her from drifting into a 
dangerous position, but the pilot boat was sailed to the spot where the accident occurred 
without finding any traces of the unfortunate man.” 
 
INJURY: Fatal 
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
SOURCE: The Brisbane Courier (Queensland), Tuesday July 9, 1889, page 6  
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An accident, which it is feared has been attended with fatal consequences, 
occurred (says the Melbourne Age n the arrival of the four-masted ship 
Drummuir, from Liverpool at the Port Phillip Heads on Monday. On reaching 
the Heads the ship signaled for a pilot in the usual way and received one, and 
soon after he got on board those on the pilot schooner observed a man fall 
from the ship into the turbulent sea. The vessel was at once hove to and a boat 
lowered, and Captain Williams of the schooner, went aloft to keep the man in 
sight, but the efforts of those in the boat were unavailing. There is little doubt 
that the unfortunate man was seized by a shark, as Captain Williams observed 
that the water was discoloured by blood some distance to windward of the 
schooner. The Drummuir was compelled to make sail again at once to prevent 
her from drifting into a dangerous position, but the pilot boat was sailed to she 
spot where the accident occurred without finding any traces of the unfortunate 
man. 


