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ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1886.08.00.b 
DATE: mid August 1886 
LOCATION: Sandy Hook Bay, 
Monmouth County, New Jersey, USA. 
 
NAME: Captain Forman White 
DESCRIPTION: He was a professional 
fisherman from Red Bank. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER / ENVIRONMENT: The 
summer of 1886 had gotten off to a hot 
start on the New Jersey shore. The bay 
and rivers were busy with fishing boats 
and the cargo ships that plied between 
New York and New Jersey carrying 
goods and people back and forth. The 
local beaches reported high activity 
and the swimming was reported to be 
good. It had been a summer tinged 
with tragedy as many people had 
drowned in local waters. The fishing 
was reported as the best in years. Record numbers of any species were caught in the bay 
as well as the Shrewsbury Estuary. The local fishermen were reporting many sightings of 
large sharks all around the area and close to the shore.  
 
NARRATIVE: Captain Forman White was fishing in lower Sandy Hook Bay at the mouth of 
the Shrewsbury just a week after the incident involving Parker and Matthews (GSAF 
1886.08.00.a). He and his crew were netting the large number of Menhaden that had 
gathered in the area. As the men hauled in their nets they were surprised to find several 
sharks in the nets.  The sharks ripped through the net, releasing the catch of fish, and 
proceed to attack the boat. The crew was reported to have fought them off with an axe. One 
shark reportedly left teeth stuck in the side of one of the boats as evidence of the 
encounter. White reported that he had seen a large number of sharks in the area the week 
before as well. The net sustained enough damage that it had to be replaced. 
 
SPECIES: According to Captain White, the sharks were of “the man-eater” variety and 
largest of the sharks was estimated to be 10-feet in length. 
 
NOTE: This was a provoked incident; the sharks had been caught in a net. 
 
SOURCE: Robert Heyer, September 1, 1886 edition of the Red Bank Register. Another 
account claims this incident took place on August 27, 1886 


