
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1876.02.06 
DATE: Sunday February 6, 1876 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Emerald Hill Beach at Albert Park in Port Phillip 
Bay, Victoria, Australia. 
 
NAME: Patrick Rooney 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-old male and an “expert swimmer”. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, February 10, 1876. 
ENVIRONMENT: A channel was present. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five feet 
TIME: After 06h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Rooney was bathing with friends but he was separated from them and 
swimming in deeper water when he was bitten by the shark. The shark followed him into the 
shallows. He was rescued by man on horseback, but died on the beach. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Tissue was removed from his left posterior thigh from hip to knee and the 
femoral artery was severed. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Unknown, but the shark was said to be 15 feet in length.  
 
SOURCES: The Brisbane Courier, Tuesday February 8, 1876, page 2; Timaru Herald, 
February 21, 1876, page 3; Victor M. Coppleson (1933); Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page 
110; Alan Sharpe, page 111. Gilbert P. Whitley, citing the Herald (Melbourne) December 
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30, 1929 edition, writes: “A tombstone in Victoria records the death of a man who was taken 
by a shark on February 6, 1876.” 

This letter, dated February 4, 1876, 
appeared in the Argus on Saturday 
February 5, 1876, page 7. 
 
It indicates there was a previous 
incident shortly before Rooney was 
killed by a shark. 
 
 



The Argus (Melbourne, Victoria), Monday February 7, 1876, page 5 
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The Sydney Morning Herald, Saturday February 12, 1876, page 9 
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Tuapeka Times, February 23, 1876, Page 6, citing the Age, February 7, 1976  
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North Otago Times, February 18, 1876, page 2  
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“A tombstone in Victoria records the death of a man who was taken by a shark on February 6, 
1876” … Melbourne Herald, December 30, 1929 


