i Diinghy Roce on the Albeet Park Lake, Maolbausng

ACTIVITY: Swimming

CASE: GSAF 1876.02.06

DATE: Sunday February 6, 1876

LOCATION: The incident took place at Emerald Hill Beach at Albert Park in Port Phillip
Bay, Victoria, Australia.

NAME: Patrick Rooney
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-old male and an “expert swimmer”.

BACKGROUND

MOON PHASE: Full Moon, February 10, 1876.
ENVIRONMENT: A channel was present.
DEPTH OF WATER: Five feet

TIME: After 06h00

NARRATIVE: Rooney was bathing with friends but he was separated from them and
swimming in deeper water when he was bitten by the shark. The shark followed him into the
shallows. He was rescued by man on horseback, but died on the beach.

INJURY: Fatal. Tissue was removed from his left posterior thigh from hip to knee and the
femoral artery was severed.

SPECIES INVOLVED: Unknown, but the shark was said to be 15 feet in length.

SOURCES: The Brisbane Courier, Tuesday February 8, 1876, page 2; Timaru Herald,
February 21, 1876, page 3; Victor M. Coppleson (1933); Victor M. Coppleson (1958), page
110; Alan Sharpe, page 111. Gilbert P. Whitley, citing the Herald (Melbourne) December



30, 1929 edition, writes: “A tombstone in Victoria records the death of a man who was taken

by a shark on February 6, 1876.”
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SHARKS IN THE BAY.
il

TO THE EDITOR OF mdu::“ o
Sir,—As a great number
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St. Kilds, Feb. 4.

Drwwn & Engraved By J. Fapkon,

This letter, dated February 4, 1876,
appeared in the Argus on Saturday
February 5, 1876, page 7.

It indicates there was a previous
incident shortly before Rooney was
killed by a shark.



KILLED BY A SHARK.

B

A shocking occurrence, which resnlted in
the death of a young man, and which should
act a8 & warning to those who for the sake of
saving a few pence Lathe from the open beach
fustead of availing themaelves of the secarity
afforded by the numerous fenced-in bathe,
bappened early yestarday morning. It may be
mentioned ana corious example of a neglected
warning being immediately followed by the
cataatrophe indicated, that a letter published
in Satorday's Argus drew the attention
of bathers to the danger attending bathing
in the &‘“ bay, from the fact that & shark
some 12ft, long had been observed about St
Kilda hn:ﬂ Pi’;hrdu mﬁndl 1;3 young
and living in & right-of-way off Loasdale-
atreet, went with Kobert Balleny, & baker,
in Bank-street, Emerald-hill, at about 6
o'clock, to bathe in the mses, between
Sandridge and St Kilds, and near the
Emerald-bill batbhs. They swam from the
town platform or free bathing-place to
the batha, and nﬁﬂ poms of the piles
to have & reat, after which they jumped into
the water to swim back again. Bdm'ym-
ceeded in reaching the platform, jant
then heard a cry, “‘For God's sake, save me."
and looking back saw s shark about 12(t,
long meizing Rooney. One of Balleny's men,
who was close by on the beach on horseback,
rushed bis horse Into the water, caaght the
deceased by the hand and pulled him out.
Rooney was then found to be quits dead, and
hleeding Emluulr from a wonnd on the leg.
The shark, after the man waa taken from i
wwam to the platform and round it
then back to the place where it first seissd
Rooney, as if in search of its prey, Alter

circling the spot several times, shark
abe off into deep watsr and was
not « seen  again.  Hoonmey's body waa

taken to the Melbourne Hospital, where
life was ounced extinct. Apparently
the splashing made by the horse caused the
shark to let go ita hold, It wan described as
about 12/t. long, though it is donbtfal if any-
thing positive could be stated aboutit. It
muat, however, have been of huge aize from
the nature of the wound inflicted. Hooney's
thigh was bitten through to the bone, and
hia leg below the knee was bitten in the
sarmeé manner, It was the opinion of the
doctorn who saw the wound, that the shark
tock the young man's at the knee
into its maw, a8 the limb was doubled
up in the act of swimming, and thus
caused two wounds, one above, and the
other below the knee. If this were not the
cane, the shark must have made two bites
Kach wound waa a clean cut extending to the
bone, which showed marks of the teeth, and
the cuts were described as having a rough re-
semblance to surgical inclaions made pre-
paratory to ampatation of the loﬁ he
ehark eﬂduntIL alter ita one or two bites let
o, before it had carried away soy of the
tlesh, sa all the fleah was thers, althongh
from the way in which it shrank from
each incision, much of the bone was visible.
All the arteries were severed, and death
from bleeding would occur in a fow minutes,
without regard to the terrible shock to the
nervons syatem, The body of thed
was conveyed from the hospital to the
rents' house, where an inquest will be
eld. This shocking occurrence will no
doubt bave the effect, for a time, of prevent-
ing reckleas bathing in unprotected places, and
doubiless some efforts will be made to cap-
tore the shatk. It bas often been mald that
there are no sharks in the bay large enough
to take of a man's leg this atatement
being based on the fact that many bodies
of persons drowned in the bay are washed
aghore without baving been mutilated by
aharks, but the melancholy affair above re.
lated 18 a sufficlent answer to this argu-

mant.

The Argus (Melbourne, Victoria), Monday February 7, 1876, page 5




Kiren nr A Spank.—A shocking ooccur-
rence, which reaulted in the death of & young man,
and  which should =aet as & waming to those who,
for the sske of saving a few ponce, baths from the
cper: beach instead of availing fhemselves of the security
offurded by the numerous fenced-in batha, is reported by
the Meltourne _4ygus {0 have happened on the Emerald
Hill Beach, on the 6ih instant. A 3*0:1:1g man named
Peter Reoney, aged 18 years, went with Robart Bailleny to
bLathe in the rea, between Eandridge anud St Kilda, aud
near the Emerald-hill baths. Thoy awam from tha town
platform or frce bathing-place to tho baths, and got upon
tome of the pilea to have a rest, after which thay jumped
into tho water to swim back sgain.  Balleny succeaded in
reaching the platform, sud just thon heard a ory, “ For
Ged's eake, save me,”” snd looking back saw a shark about
twelve fcet long eeizing Rooney. One of Balleny'amen, whao
was cloee by en the beach on horseback, rusked his horse
into tho water, caught the deccased by the haud and pulled
Limcut. Rooney wes then fourd to bs quits dead, and
bleeding prefusely from a wound on the leg. Tho shark,
nfter the man was taken from it, swam to the platform and
round it, and then back to the Place where it firat soized Roo-
ney,as if in sesrch of its proy. After oircling the epo:
roveral timow, the shark sheered off into deep water and was
not scen again.  Hooney's Lody was taken to the Mel-
bourno hospital, where life was proncuunced oxtinet. Ap-
parently the aplashing made by the horee caused the shark
to letgoils hold. It waa described as about twelve faet
lung, though it ia doubtful if anything pesitive could be
stated aboutb it. It must, however, have been of huge sizs
{zom the natureof the wound inflicted, Roonoy’s thizh was
Litten through to the bone, and his leg below the knee wa
Litten in the same manner. It was the opinion of th-
dectors who saw the wound, that the shark took the young
man’s leg at tho knee into ita maw, as the limb waa doubled
up in the nct of swimming, and thus caused two wounds,
tne above and the other below the knooe. If thin wore not
the case the shark muast have mads two bites. Kaoh
wound was a clean cut extending to the bome, whioh
thowed markaof the tecth, and the cuts were described a9
Laving a rough resemblance to purgical incisions made pro-
pamatory to amputation of the leg. All the arteries were
gavered, and death from bleeding would oceur in a fow
minntes, witheut regard to the terrible rhook to the nérvous
f*}'htemn

The Sydney Morning Herald, Saturday February 12, 1876, page 9




ErLep BY, A SuHARE.—The Melbrupie
Argus of Feb, 9 veporbs:—An inquest was
held yesterday by Dr Youl at tho Black Eagle
Hotel, Lonsdale-stree!, on the body of Peler
Rooney, aged 18 years, a stunemason, the son
of Patrick Rooney, car:enter, Leichardt-strect,
off Lonsdale-street East, Robert Johuson,
plumber, Collingwoni, stated that on Sundsy
morning he went to bathe at Emereld hill
with the deceased, in the op'n sea. The de-
caased swam out a considerablo distance, camo
in, and was swimming out againt, but when in
about 5fL of water, he called out.* For God’s
sake, save me.”! Spme person, rode out on
horsebuck and brought in the deceased,
who was bleeding from severe wounds
on the leg, and who died at one2,
Gteorge Pritchard, printer, Emerald hill, stated
that on Sunday morning, at about half-past
gix, he was ewimming a horse in the sea at
Emerald hill, when he heard the deceased
(Roonoy) splashing, and saw the fins of & fish
near him. Witness ecalled out * Bhark,”
and rode out to the decessed. When
witness got mear him, the deceased
dropped Tis head and closed his eyes, but
immediately seemed to come to a little, and
held out his hand, which witness seized.
Witness then saw the shark, which made. a
bound at the decensed and migsed him. The
shark then went on the other side of the
horse, but witness managed to get the de-
ceased out before he was bitten again. The
ghark in its endeavors to get at the deceased
strack the horse. The decesased, was not dead
when got out, but died scon afterwards. The
gea was stained with his blvod. Dr ¥Youleaid
he hoped this case would.serveas a warning
to peoplo against bathing in the open ses, see-
ing that the rautions which had appeared in
the newspapers had wvot had any effect. He
also remarked on the faet that a warning letter
appeared in the Argus the day before this
young man was killed, The jury found that
the deceased died from loss of bloed from
being bitten by a shark.



f the thigh of the left leg, and wag draggi
KILLED BY A SHARK. [t gh of the bt g sndwos st

A young man named Peter Rooney |fellow cried most piteously for help, and
e ot 66 A o s, o 3 bl nd v o
Leicl}hardt street, off Im;sda.la street, whil mun:{;rdse'ibﬁ:nk’th:q%ag.m :n lur%kﬂaagnn:ﬁ:
ba.thmg yeqterda.y morning near Emeraldlyirection of the bo , whe was gradually
Hill, was seized by a huge shark, and tornlyeing horne away. Just as he was sinking,
in so frightful a manner that death soo Mannix, with a powerful effort, seized him
afte ensued. Indeed, but for th by the hand and drew him towards the
courage of a man named Mannix, the younglyo,.o “ghe noise of which in the water cansed
man would have been actually devoured in the shark for a moment to relax its hold.
the presence of his companions, who werelnfanniy thereupon drew the lad well out of
quite unable to rjande’r bhim the least assist-liy o water, but before he could place him out
ance. About six o'clock in the morninglqfthe reach of the monster’s jaws the shark
Rooney and his mate, a lad named} ..} .4 forward, and with one snap, carried
Johnson, with lﬁavera.l others, pro- away the greater parb of the of the
ceeded to the jetty on the Emeraldl . © leg that had been previously bitten,
Hill beach, and not far* from th Mmmix, With his burdeu} turned the horse's
baths, for the purpose of bathing. The de-|},.2q to the shore, but was Pmuegn]? the
ceased was an expert swimmer, and swam shark, which went between him the
from the jetty to the baths, and remained|y} ;0" o if to cut him off. The noise of the
seated on one of the piles for a short time.|} 1o’ and the cries of the people collected
The water in the immediate vielnity isl,, {10 ghore seemed to frighten the crea-
shallow, but at some little distance the s ture, and he gradually sheered off into deep

ps md'denli. Young Rooney, not aware| .o~ Rooney never spoke from the mo-
of the risk he ran, jumped from the spotl, o i} o was rescued. The flesh was com-
where he was resting himself, and struck pletely torn away from the left thigh, and
out for the deep water, while Johnson keptly) o'y~ o exposed from the bip to the knee
in ghore and made for the jetty. The latter joint, and as the main artery was severed the
had just reached the landing when he heardf, " ¢110w soon bled to.death. On the
a terrible shriek and a cry for help. On being reached he was placed on the
looking round he saw his unfortunate friendle,;\q " }is head resting on his mate’s knee.
struggling in the water and franti en-1ge was unconscious, and in a few minutes

deaw £ from the j of arle, -
said £ be about 15(t in length. The monster|ocased to breathe, death being caused by
had canght the unfortunate lad by the back["0°X, Ehn;;yg l -

Tuapeka Times, February 23, 1876, Page 6, citing the Age, February 7, 1976




EKILLED BY A SHARK.

{(From the * Melbourne Argus,” Feb. 9.)

A shocking _occurrence, which resulted -

in the death of a young man, and which
should act as a warning to those who for
the sake of saving & few pence bathe from
the open heach instead of avaling them-
selves of the security sfforded by the
numerous fenced-in baths, happened early
yesterday morning. It may be mentioned
as a curious examyle of a neglected warn-
ing being immediately followed by the
catastrophe indicated, that a letter pub-
lished in Saturday's * Argus™ drew the
attention of hathers in the open bay, to
the fact that a shark some 12 feet long had
been observed sbout St. Kilda beach.
Yesterday morning a young man named
Peter Rooney, aged 18 years, and living
in & right of way off Lonsdale street,
went with Robert Balleny, a baker, in
Bank strcet, Emerald Hiﬁ, at about 6
o'clock, to bathe in the sea, between Sand-

ridge and 8t. Kilda, and near the Emerald
Hill baths, They swam from the town
platform or free bathing place to the baths,
and got upon some of the piles to havea
rest, after which they jumped into the
water to swim back aga
cecded in reaching the platform, and just
then heard a cry, * For God's sake, save
me,” and Joo iu§

about 12 feet long seizing Rooney.
{One of Balleny's men, was close by
on the beach on horseback, rushed
bis horse into the water, caught the de-
deceased by the hand and pulled him out.
Rooney was then found to be quite dead,
and bleeding profusely from a wound on
the leg. The shark, after the man was
taken from it, swam to the platform and
round it, and then back to the place where
it first seized Rooney, a8 if in search of

its prey. After circling the place several |

times, the shark sheered off into deep
water, and was not seen again. Rooney's
body was taken to the Melhourne Hospi-
tal, where life was prodounced extinct

| shark evident!
. et go, before it had carried away any of

in. Balleny suc- !

| from bleedin
back saw a shark | Z2iDutes: without regard to the terrible

Apparently the splashing made by the
horse caused the shark to let go its held,
It was described as being twelve feet long,
although it is doubtful if anything positive
gould be stated about it. It must, how-
ever, have been of huge size, from the
nature of the wound inflicted. Rooney's
thigh wus bitten through to the bone, and |
his leg below the knee was bitten in the
‘same manner. It was the opinion of the
.doctors who saw the wound, that the
shark took the young man's leg at the
knce into its maw, as the limb was doubled
np in the act of swimmiog, and thus
«caured two wounds, one ahove and the
other below the knee. If this were not
the case, the shark must have made two

bites. Ea wound was a clean cut
ﬂtenﬂiﬂi the bone, which show-
el marks of the teeth, and the
cuts were described as having a rough

resemblance to surgical incisions made
preparatory to amputation of the leg. The
after its one or two bites

the flesh, as all the flesh was there, although
from the way in which it shrank from
each incision, much of the bone was visible.
All the arteries were severed, and death
would occar in a few

shock to the nervous system. The body
of the deceased was conveyed from the
hospital to the pareats’ house, where an
inquest will be held. This shocking oc-
currence will no doubt have the effect, for
a time, of preventing reckless bathing in
anprotected places, and doubtless some
efforts will he made to capture the shark.
1t has often been aaid that there are no
sharks in the bay large enough to take off
a man’s leg, this statement being based on
the fact that many bodies of persons
drowned in the bay are washed ashore
without having been mutilated by sharks,
but the melancholy affair above related isa

sufficient answer to this argument.

North Otago Times, February 18, 1876, page 2




Melbourne.
(AUSTRALIAN ABBOCIATED PP™s* ]
February 7.

A fire occurred in B wanston-atreet, on Snaday
last, by which a large number of shops werr
destroyed. A verandah, crowded with people.
gave way, and several persons were so badly iu-
jured that they had to be taken to the bospital.

Patrick Rooney, shoemsker, while bathing a:
Emerald Hill Beach, was attacked and killed Ly
a shark which followed him into shallow water
and tore the flesh from him before be could he
roescued.

East Melbourne won the Cricket Challeng:
Cup from the city by twenty-seven runs,

Elizabeth Mayall, ten years old, and daughter
of a photographer, fell through a skylight 13
feet high on Monday last, and was killed on the
spot.

Both the Government and the Oppositin
have prepared for a protracted sitting to-morrow,
and it is stated that the conflict is likely ¢
continue throughout the week.

“A tombstone in Victoria records the death of a man who was taken by a shark on February 6,
1876” ... Melbourne Herald, December 30, 1929



