
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1868.09.01 
DATE:  September 1, 1868 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Adriatic Sea in the Bay of Trieste, Trieste, Italy. 
45º38'N, 13º48'E 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: Male, a supply worker from 
Dalmatia. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In 1868 the construction of the current Porto 
Vecchio (the Old Port, at the time called Porto 
Nuovo, the New Port) was started. The Northern 
part of the port was built between 1868 and 1883 
together with the outer breakwater and other sea 
infrastructures.  
 
NARRATIVE: The man was swimming quite close to a bathing establishment, when he was 
bitten on the thigh by the shark.    When his cries were heard he was thrown a rope, which 
he had the presence of mind to attach to his arm. He was pulled in towards the bathing 
establishment when the shark bit his lower leg.  
 
INJURIES: He sustained two bites to his leg. The first was to his thigh, the second to his 
lower leg, breaking the tibia. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The injured man was helped ashore, then taken to the military 
hospital. There were concerns about tetanus and the possibility of having to amputate the 
leg. He may have succumbed to his injuries because an article published on September 10, 
1868 refers to a fatality at Trieste. 
 
SOURCES: Le Gaulois (Paris, 1868), September 7, 1868, page 3 
The Edinburgh Evening Courant, Thursday September 10, 1868 
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Dott. Alessandro De Maddalena, President of the Italian 
Ichthyological Society, Curator of the Italian Great White Shark Data Bank and Member of 
the Mediterranean Shark Research Group citing (Radovanovic, 1965; Soldo and Jardas, 
2002), and Chris Moore, Global Shark Accident File 
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1870 : Trieste 



 

An unwelcome visitor. 
   An article appearing in the Osservatore triestino: the central port and 
safety authority has brought it to the attention of the public that at sunset a 
shark was spotted in our waters. This makes swimming in the open sea 
away from the shoreline more dangerous. Hurried efforts were made to 
warn the management of bathing establishments. It appears that this shark 
arrived at our port having followed a Swedish boat. The first person bitten 
was a supply worker who had arrived from Dalmatia to see his daughter. 
He was swimming in the sea, still quite close to a bathing establishment, 
when he was bitten on the thigh by the shark. 
   When his cries were heard he was thrown a rope, which he had the 
presence of mind to attach to his arm. He was then being pulled in towards 
the bathing establishment when the shark bit him for a second time, 
breaking his tibia bone, before disappearing. The unfortunate swimmer was 
helped ashore and then taken to the military hospital. There were concerns 
about tetanus and the possibility of having to amputate the leg. This 
morning the shark was seen on the left side of the San Carlo jetty: it is 20 
feet in length. The authorities have ordered an expedition to be arranged to 
go and catch this dangerous visitor to our port. 

Le Gaulois (Paris, 1868) 
 September 7, 1868, page 3 

Translation by Mark Radcliffe  
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The Edinburgh Evening Courant, Thursday September 10, 1868 
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