
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1864.08.12 
DATE: Friday August 12, 1864 
(exact date not confirmed) 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the North River [Hudson 
River] at the foot of 37th Street, 
New York, USA 
 
NAME: Henry Brice 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 13-
year-old boy, then living at 451 
Thirty-Seventh Street, New York 
city. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 
August 10, 1864 
ENVIRONMENT: In New York 
City, horse carcasses, as well as 
those of other animals, were 
sometimes dumped with garbage 
into the bays or the rivers, often 
floating there or washing up on 
the beaches. Dead animals, 
however, also had value, and they 
were frequently collected and processed by fat, offal and bone-boiling firms. In the 1860s, 
an "offal dock" stood at the foot of West 38th Street in New York City, where the Jacob 
Javits Center now stands. From there, the carcasses of horses as well as other dead 
animals and offal from the city's slaughter houses were either dumped in the bay or sent to 
a rendering plant outside the city.  
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Detail from map of New York (1860)  
showing location of the Offal Dock 



DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 
500 feet 
TIME: Shortly after 19h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Henry Brice 
walked down to the dock at the 
end of the street. A schooner 
was lying in the river. Some sailors from the schooner rowed to the dock and asked Henry 
to mind the boat while they went ashore. Henry rowed about 500 feet from the dock and, 
not being a good swimmer, held a line from the boat and jumped in the river. About two 
minutes later his left ankle was seized by a shark. He hauled himself hand-over-hand along 
the line. The shark followed, biting his left leg. As he clambered aboard the boat, the shark 
bit his thigh. Two boatmen, Patrick Keating and George Gilse, rowed out to the boy and 
took him ashore. 
 
INJURY: The boy’s ankle and left thigh were severely lacerated. Tissue was removed from 
thigh to knee.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Keating and Gilse tied their kerchiefs around his thigh 
(tourniquet?) and carried him home. Dr. Rodney M. Clow was sent for and attended to the 
boy. “Dr. Clow had cut two pounds of mortifying flesh from my son’s thigh and his leg was 
suspended for three months,” said his father “It was six months before he could leave the 
house and a year and a half before he could do any work.”  
 
SPECIES: Not identified. Next day the boatmen and police fished for the shark. On the 
morning of August 13, while fishing from the offal-dock with pork-baited hook, Sergt. James 
and Officer John Garalde, caught a shark 8'9" in length. The shark was exhibited in a 
fishmonger’s shop in Vesey Street with a placard which read: “This is the shark which bit 
the boy Henry Brice at the foot of West Thirty-seventh Street.” Next day, another shark, 
measuring 9'8" was caught off the offal dock and placed on a wooden stand on the corner 
of 35th Street and 10th Avenue. 
 
SOURCES: New York Times, August 13, 1864 and August 11, 1878 
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The Jacob Javits Convention Center now stands at 37th Street and the Hudson River  
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