
 ACTIVITY: Diving (Hard hat) 
CASE: GSAF 1853.00.00.c 
DATE: Late September or 
October 1853 
LOCATION: The incident 
took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean at Morehead, North 
Carolina. 
 
NAME: Mark Dare 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 
commercial diver. 
 
BACKGROUND 
On September 22, 1853, the coasting vessel 
Atlanta capsized during a squall and sank just 
inside the bar  near Morehead, North Carolina. 
Owners of the craft contracted with a diving 
company to raise the vessel and salvage as 
much of her cargo as possible. 
 
NARRATIVE: Mark Dare and another diver 
were contracted to salvage the wreck. On his 
fourth dive, Mark was outside the sunken 
vessel, waiting for signal from the diver inside 
when he noticed a large shadow moving 
above him. 
 
“In a moment every fish had disappeared,” 
said the diver. “My first thought was that it was 
the shadow of a passing boat  But suddenly a 
feeling of terror seized me. . . By this time the 
shadow had come nearer and taken shape. I 
had scarcely needed a glance to show me that 
it was a man-eater, and of the largest size. . . 
All I could do was to remain still until it left. It 
lay off 20 or 24 feet, just outside the rigging of 
the ship, its body motionless, its fins barely 
stirring the water about its gills. I saw it turn on 
one side, its mouth open, and heard the teeth snap.”  
 
The shark swam past the diver, then turned and grasped the diver’s copper breastplate. 
“Having seized me,” said Dare, “the [shark] went tearing through the water.”  
 
When the diver’s air hose snapped, air bubbled into the shark’s mouth, and it  released the 
diver. Apparently enough air remained in the diver’s suit to bring him to the surface because 
he was picked up, unconscious, 50 yards from the boat. 
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INJURY: The diver was not injured, but there were “several ragged holes punched in the 
metallic part of his diving suit.” 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark. 
 
SOURCE: The Fort Wayne Gazette, Sunday January 24, 1897 
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