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ACTIVITY: Swimming after boat capsized 
CASE: GSAF 1849.09.19 
DATE: Wednesday September 19, 1849 
LOCATION: The accident took place at the 
mouth of the Merri River, Warrnambool, 
Victoria, Australia. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He was a seaman from the 
schooner Brothers, and a “splendid swimmer”. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, September 17, 
1849 
TIME: 01h00 
 
NARRATIVE: He was swimming to shore 
when “he threw his hands in the air and 
disappeared.” 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Shark involvement suspected 
but not confirmed. 
 
SOURCE: The Maitland Mercury & Hunter 
River General Advertiser, Wednesday October 10, 1849, page 3 


