
ACTIVITY: Bathing 
CASE: GSAF 1849.06.08.a & b 
DATE: Friday June 8, 1849 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Gulf of Mexico at 
Pensacola, Escambia County, 
Florida, USA. 
 
NAMES: Mrs. Cracton 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, 
June 5, 1849 
ENVIRONMENT: Realizing the 
advantages of the Pensacola 
harbor and the large timber 
r e s e r v e s  n e a r b y  f o r 
shipbuilding, in 1825 President 
John Quincy Adams and 
Secretary of the Navy Samuel 
Southard made arrangements to 
build a Navy yard on the 
southern tip of Escambia 
County, where the air station is 
today. Construction began in 
April 1826, and the Pensacola 
Navy Yard became one of the 
best equipped naval stations in 
the country. In its early years the 
base dealt mainly with the 
suppression of slave trade and 
piracy in the Gulf and 
Caribbean. Florida was admitted 
into the Union as the 27th state 
just four years before this 
incident; its admission had been 
slowed by the struggle to 
remove the Seminole Indians. 
After three Seminole wars, 
some of the Seminoles were 
removed to Oklahoma, but the 
remainder retreated to the 
Everglades and were never 
defeated. By 1850, the population of Pensacola was 2,164, but the census did not include 
the Seminoles, and Florida was a slave state. 
 

The Navy yard at Pensacola as seen from Fort Pickens, 
sketched by an officer of the Fort,  

from Harpers Weekly, June  22, 1861 
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Sketch of the Pensacola Navy Yard and Fort Pickens from U.S. coast surveys in the 1860s.  
It indicates fortifications, roads, soundings and half-mile distance circles 

 centered on Fort Pickens. 
 

Map Credit: Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division 

 
NARRATIVE: Mrs. Cracton and a young woman were bathing when Mrs. Cracton was 
seized by shark and drawn into deep water. 
 

Mr. Mansfield, hearing the women’s screams, attempted to rescue them. He succeeded in 
saving the young woman, but perished while attempting to rescue Mrs. Cracton. 
 
INJURIES:  Fatal. Next day Mrs. Cracton’s body drifted ashore. Although Mr. Mansfield’s 
body was not recovered, some of his clothing drifted on to the beach “leaving but little doubt 
that he was devoured by sharks.” 
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: Public Ledger (Philadelphia, PA), Wednesday June 27, 1849, page 1 
The Adams Sentinel, Monday, July 2, 1849 
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